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I’m sorry to have missed the Airlie 
Beach fly-in but from all reports it 
was an excellent weekend. 

Thanks again to Roger Toole and his 
team who were so thorough, with every 
detail covered well ahead of time. The Airlie 
Beach fly-In was extra special as it marked 
20 years since the very first Cessna182 
Association Fly-In in Wagga Wagga in 
1999.  Our Association has grown in 
membership numbers since then, and each 
fly-in has been consistently well supported 
by members and guests. 20 Years ago 
almost 60 delegates enjoyed the Wagga 
Wagga weekend.  These are the kind of 
heathy attendance numbers that we’re still 
achieving today. 

Airlie Beach was the first fly-in for 
Andy Burrows and Ray Turner. I hope they 
enjoyed the company of our members and 
the various activities. We also welcome 
new members David and Sheridan Gilford, 
John Hughes, Andy Burrows and Lysanne 

Dolphin, Peter and Kris Nichols, Alan and 
Susie Chinn, Neil and Gwynn Aitkenhead. 
Welcome to our flying community.

The Autumn fly-in will be in Canberra 
and Dick Smith has kindly given us 
permission to use his strip at nearby 
Gundaroo.  Canberra Airport didn’t have 
room for us, but that’s not going to stop us 
from having a great time in the ACT on the 
weekend of 13th March.  That weekend 
coincides with the Canberra enlightened 
festival when all the major buildings in the 
parliamentary triangle and are lit up in the 
most creative ways.  You will have seen the 
list of activities on offer for fly-in attendees 
and I can guarantee that you won’t be 
bored.

The Spring fly-in will be in Darwin. 
Roger and Suzie Toole have once again 
volunteered to organise that fly-in and I 
simply can’t wait!

Don’t forget to check the website from 
time to time. Apart from information on 

upcoming fly-in’s, it contains all the great 
memories from previous get togethers as 
well as useful stuff like advertising aircraft 
for sale. We’ve managed to sell 2 member 
aircraft in recent times through the website. 

The preSIDeNT’S CorNer
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It was raining as Andrew and I took off from Pallamana 
airfield, Murray Bridge, SA in IFR conditions. After clearing 
the clouds, we flew at 7,000 ft with a lovely tailwind giving 
an airspeed up to 173 knots.

It had been an extremely cold and wet winter this year in Adelaide 
and we couldn’t wait to get away to sunny Queensland! I was wearing 4 
layers – T-shirt, long sleeved T, woollen jumper, a down-filled parka and 
woollen gloves. Needless to say, the jumper, gloves and parka were left in 
the back of the plane for the remainder of our trip from the moment we 
landed at Cobar to refuel – temperature 27 deg!

Our overnight stop was Roma, population of 7,000 and according to 
our taxi driver (font of all local knowledge) it is a very liveable town with a 
strong community base. We were shocked and saddened to see how dry 
this country is now. Once we had flown past Renmark it was all brown 
dirt, with no greenery to be seen until we flew over the Great Dividing 
Range to Mackay. Rivers were reduced to billabongs, and dams were 
empty. From the air we were amazed to see massive coal mines and gas 
fields as we neared our destination. 

Clear skies all the way to Shute Harbour and again that lovely tail 
wind. We couldn’t believe the beautiful setting of the airfield, nestled 
between two mountains with a curved approach over the sparkling Coral 
Sea. We did do a little detour on our way in, a circuit past Cannonvale and 
Proserpine, duly noted by ground crew – we were just checking the local 
scenery Roger! Ditto a tour of the alternate taxiway! We were guided to 
the Cessna 182 designated parking along the taxiway and were greeted 
by Ian Thomason, one of the organizers of the fly-in, who took us by golf 
buggy back to Terminal 1 where Denise Thomason and Suzie Toole had 
a terrifically well-organized table of Welcome Packages including a very 
handy Cessna 182 laptop shoulder bag. 

The Whitsunday Airport, Shute Harbour, and Whitsunday Aviation 
Village Estate are privately owned by the Armstrong family. It incorporates 
a 1,140mtr asphalt runway, dual taxiways, Avgas and Jet A1, a terminal 
and offices plus a great café and bar. It is situated in a lush valley 

accommodating residential lots and commercial operators. It is very well 
run by the Manager, Lee Holloway, who was always available to advise 
and assist when needed. If you were going to live in an airpark this would 
be the one! The position is spectacular and is on the doorstep of the 74 
islands of the Whitsundays only 10-15 minutes by helicopter to Hamilton 
Island, Whitehaven Beach and most other islands.

Roger transported us to the Airlie Beach Hotel, we had a room 
overlooking the turquoise waters of Airlie Beach, it was perfect. Airlie 
Beach is one of North Queensland’s fastest growing destinations boasting 
a relaxed yet touristy ambience. It is located 1,115 km north of Brisbane 
and is an outstanding holiday destination and gateway into the irresistible 
Whitsundays Islands chain. There is a shady walking path along the 
foreshore incorporating a man-made public swimming pool necessary 
during the stinger season, November to May. The main street was busy 
with tourists and backpackers strolling among the many cafes, bars, take-
aways, tattoo parlours and tourism and surf shops. Many tour operators 
offer unforgettable daytrips into the Great Barrier Reef, some Cessna 
members visited the reef and loved the time spent there snorkelling and 
diving. Trout, trevally, squid and barramundi tempt fishermen from all over 
the globe to experience the challenging reef and deep-water possibilities. 

That evening dinner was at The Pub, Airlie Beach Hotel. A great time to 
catch up with we early arrivals!

Friday, another glorious day in Paradise and a very busy day at the 
airfield with Cessna 182 Fly-in planes arriving, people registering and 
renewing friendships or being welcomed as new members, then being 
transported to the Airlie Beach Hotel. By the end of the day all 25 Cessna 
Association planes had landed. In all, there were 114 visiting aircraft for 
the air show. 

Dinner that evening was outdoors at La Tabella Trattoria with no 
shortage of delicious Italian food. We were joined at the fly-in by our friends 
from Townsville, John and Rosemary Glastonbury who were originally 
from Adelaide. Many years ago, John and Andrew co-owned a Piper 

CESSNA 182  Airlie Beach FLY-IN
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Arrow. Unfortunately, there were a couple of last-minute cancellations, 
Robert and Janine Terzi, Rob and Maggie Barnes and Robert and Mary 
Collins, in all 64 Cessna members and friends attended the fly-in. 

Saturday morning brought an early start to the day for those attending 
informative Avplan and Oz Runways seminars. Andrew said the Avplan 
seminar was very well done, the presenter Evan, gave him some extra 
tuition after the meeting. Following breakfast and coffees many of us had 
a more leisurely start to the day and made for a nearby, very tempting 
boutique and the local market, boosting the Airlie Beach economy!  On 
arriving at the airport, we found it busy with spectators, food and drink 
stands, many planes and helicopters and a lively commentary on the 
proceedings. Most of the Cessna group congregated together by the 
Terminal.  

At 11am the Mayor of Whitsunday Regional Council opened the 2019 
Air BP Airlie Beach Air show, the biggest ever. It was a perfect day with 
no cloud and the use of Runway 32 made it even more spectacular.  Paul 
Bennet Airshows put on a thrilling aerobatic display culminating in Sky 
Aces, 3 planes doing incredible manoeuvres, loops, rolls and head to head 
stunts, which I found difficult to watch, all my fears were unfounded! Paul 
Bennet lives at full throttle and has won many titles including Australian 
Freestyle Aerobatic Champion. He flew a Wirraway, Rebel 300, CA18 
Mustang, did an Eagle One demonstration, flew a Pitts Model 12, T-28 
Trojan, Wolf Pitts, Grumman Avenger and YAK 52 at the air show. Paul 
took the Wolf Pitts almost vertically along the length of the runway some 
metres above the ground, it was death defying!

By mid-afternoon the air show had finished and we returned to the 
hotel, coming back later to the airport for the fabulous Runway dinner. It 
was a unique event with about 300 people sitting at two long tables on 
the runway, prompting a little confusion where we were sitting and hoping 
we weren’t on the opposite side entailing a long walk, a small thing as the 
staff were amazing, walking great distances all night long to deliver and 
clean up our meals – all 5 courses! 

On Sunday our friends from Townsville had to return home but 
Rosemary commented on how friendly everyone had been and that they 
had really enjoyed the fly-in. That day, the weather was very windy, we 

were surrounded by a heavy haze of dust said to have come from as far 
away as Broken Hill. Some of the pilots left Airlie Beach in the morning, 
flying in a southerly direction but had to return to the airport as they were 
unable to land at Emerald due to lack of visibility.

A Committee Meeting was held early Sunday morning then people 
departed to their chosen activity for the day. Some to Hamilton Island 
and others remained at Airlie Beach. We caught the ferry to Hamilton, 
Hammo to the locals, with a stopover at Daydream Island which is now 
fully functioning after being devastated by Cyclone Debbie in 2017.  The 
Hamilton Island marina is mind-boggling with so many huge “yachts” 
moored there. Most of us took a ride in one of the local buses, other than 
these the only mode of transport is in electric buggies, a great idea for 
a holiday island. Lunch was at the Marina Tavern then mid-afternoon we 
returned to Airlie Beach on the ferry.

Our Gala Dinner was held outdoors at the Whitsunday Sailing Club. It 
was a beautiful night and despite the dust we could see the sunset as 
we had drinks and tasty nibbles on the deck. There never seems to be 
a shortage of food at our fly-ins and this was the case as we enjoyed a 
delicious multiple-choice meal.

It was a fun evening with Peter, Roger and Ian running a “fines” fund-
raiser. We were hit with $5-$10 fines for our misdemeanours – Andrew, 
David Curtin, Margie Church and John Bestwick punished for having a 
birthday during the fly-in, Chris Hirst for his troublesome alternator, Greg 
Saal for travelling the least distance, Mary-Lee for travelling the longest 
distance, Lawrie, a Hereford breeder having a Wagyu steak, Ross and 
Jenny fined for being expectant grandparents of twins and so it went on. 

The Volunteer Marine Rescue Whitsunday’s Secretary Roger Woodson, 
with his wife Shirley, drew the raffle for us. The first prize of a very 
generous $500 voucher donated by the Airlie Beach Hotel was won by 
John Wiggers. Second prize of 100 litres of Avgas was won by Judy 
Walker and she very kindly donated it to Marine Services, a breakfast at 
La Tabella was won by John Wiggers who offered it as a redraw and it was 
then won by Lesley Lewis and other winners of 6 Scotch glasses were 
Margie Donoghue and the Chens. 

In all $1,700 was raised for a most worthy cause, the Volunteer Marine 
Rescue Whitsunday which provides marine search and rescue services 
to the boating public on a voluntary basis. They cover an area 100 kms 
out to sea from Bowen to Proserpine and have a 11.9m purpose-built 
Noosa Cat Rescue vessel but need another one. On an average year they 
are activated 90 times, for a mixture of tow-assists, search and rescues, 
medical evacuations from boats and island resorts (and campers), 
transfers of Queensland Ambulance Service, Queensland Fire and Rescue 
and the Queensland Police in emergency situations. 

Then it was time to say our farewells, it had been a magnificent fly-
in thanks to Roger and Suzie Toole and Ian and Denise Thomason. I am 
sure the logistics must have been huge and there were no hiccups, Roger 
assured me he enjoys doing this sort of thing, that must be so as he has 
the Darwin fly-in to organize next year! We were sorry to say goodbye to 

6 - 9 September 2019  — Contributed by Jane Hogarth



so many friends but have some great memories of this trip and now have 
next year’s adventures with the Club to look forward to.

The next day Roger ran an airport shuttle service from early in the day, 
it was still very windy, the dust had cleared but it was not an easy day’s 
flying for those heading South with strong headwinds slowing their return 
journey.

We took the easy way out and caught the ferry to Hamilton Island for 
a couple of days relaxation, swimming in the many pools and the sea (a 
warm 21 deg.) and boating around the spectacular islands. As the owner 
of many boats, Andrew was in his element, he loved hanging out at the 
Marina over a long breakfast watching boats come and go and planes 
landing at the nearby airport. We had the fun of going on a friend’s 73’ 
cruiser and exploring the islands in their 25’ tender. A sunset dinner cruise 
was also a highlight of our stay, cruising the nearby islands while drinks 
and a great dinner were served.

Our departure was ably assisted at the airfield with a buggy to get 
our bags to our plane while Debbie in the café looked after breakfast and 
coffees and Andrew received advice from Lee Holloway on our flight path. 
The trip home was good, we had a head wind of 20-25 knots but it was 
not an uncomfortable flight. We flew at 9,000’ through a lot of smoke 
until refuelling at Roma. The smoke had been blown from the devastating 
bushfires in Queensland and northern NSW. Overnight at Bourke where 
later that evening, Andrew had to retrieve something from our plane and 
had a lift to the airfield with the local policeman, to my surprise, when I 
phoned to see if he was ok and he said he was in a police car!

We were fascinated by the history of Bourke which in its heyday was 
a pivotal town in the establishment of the pastoral industry in the west 
of NSW. Bourke is situated on the Darling River 133 km south of the 
Queensland border. At its peak in the late 1800s, more than 40,000 bales 
of wool were shipped down the Darling annually. The bushranger Captain 
Starlight was captured near Bourke after killing a local constable and it 
is the burial site of Fred Hollows who wished to be buried amongst the 

mulgas and red dirt he loved so much.  There are still some beautiful old 
buildings in the town in particular, St Ignatius primary school and church 
situated by the banks of the Darling.

Bourke is one of the most disadvantaged communities in Australia and 
had the state’s highest rates of juvenile crime and domestic violence.  
Since the community based Maranguka project was introduced 5 years 
ago, there has been massive reduction in crime rates. It is based on 
redirecting resources spent on policing and punishment to projects that 
help prevent offending behaviour, rather than building more jails the 
money is spent on keeping people out of them.

Darling River Goat Exports opened a new abattoir 5 months ago, 
providing employment for local indigenous and non-indigenous people 
but has had to temporarily close due to the drought and rain across its 
supply area. At normal working capacity it will employ up to 100 people. 
Cotton, sheep and cattle are the main industries but due to the drought no 
cotton has been planted, even the Coolibah trees are dying.

The next day we left Bourke early and had to divert to Mildura as 
there was fog over our Pallamana airfield. We overflew Stuart and Sue 
Thomson’s farm just out of Mildura and were back at our hangar in the 
early afternoon. 

Again, many thanks to the organizers of another fabulous fly-in!

Everyone had been given a little flyer in their Welcome packs written 
by General Galland: 

“Flying is more than a sport and more than a job: flying is pure passion 
and desire, which fill a lifetime.”

A wonderful thought!
 Jane Hogarth
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Runway Dinner... at Shute Harbour Airport
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Runway Dinner... at Shute Harbour Airport
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Gala Dinner at Airlie Beach Yacht Club
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Anatomy of an engine failure! by Andrew Lott

Tuesday 25th June 2019 was a beautiful day with crisp clear 
blue sky and ground temps of about 8*C. VH-DNL, the old 
trusty C182 H was pushed out of its hangar at Renmark, 
loaded and checked and then started ready for its usual 
weekly trip the Broken Hill.

The aeroplane was just out of its 100 hourly during which time 
compressions were good, oil analysis done and all the cylinders borescoped. 
The aircraft was running sweetly so I taxied to Runway 36.

Takeoff was normal and the engine pulled strongly with the JPI showing 
all normal indications. On departure from Renmark, DNL climbed strongly to 
7500 ft which was the planned cruise level. However as it was still climbing 
strongly at 700 feet per minute, the decision was made to climb to 9500 ft.

At top of climb, DNL was set up in cruise mode with power set with 
Wide Open Throttle, 2350rpm and leaned to 40 lph with TAS of 130 knots. 
All Normal.

For about 10 minutes DNL flew along as normal with the Pilot reading
Mike Busch’s Savvy Aviator Engine Manual. Riveting stuff.!
Smooth air; no headwind; everybody happy.
Suddenly, a cylinder dropped and the engine ran rough on five for a few 

seconds. Mixture was changed but nothing improved. Then there was a loud 
rattle and some backfiring. It was pretty obvious that there was a serious 
problem with the engine at this stage. Then to confirm it, the engine started 
banging with loud thumps being heard and felt.

By this stage a landing area was being considered with Tarawi and 
Canopus being the only two options . By this time it was obvious that DNL 
was turning into a glider. A very loud bang with a spray of oil over the 
windshield confirmed it. A landing was imminent.

Tarawi was rejected as there were trees right around the edges of a 
narrow airstrip, an unsavoury option. Canopus won as there were two 
airstrips (disused) there that had last been maintained some years ago. 
There is a Rangers house by the strip.which would have been good for a 
cup of tea after.

In choosing Canopus, I looked at the angle it projected below the horizon, 
believing that I could get there. It was 12.5 nm away. Canopus was the only 
safe place to land and was surrounded by Mallee scrub with black oak trees 
for as far as you could see.

The engine was secured, best glide speed set, prop set to low rpm. A 
very sharp turn left towards Canopus was made and then the Radio work 
was started. All this was within 20 to 30 seconds from the beginning of 
the failure.

Lottie’s Track Lottie’s Track
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Anatomy of an engine failure! Continued...

DNL. “Melbourne Centre. Delta November Lima, Mayday.”
ATC. ‘Delta November Lima, Melbourne Centre. Roger Mayday.
DNL. “Melbourne Centre. Delta November Lima has an engine issue and 

will be landing at Canopus, 40 nm north of Renmark.”
Some other radio discussion took place but the controller was good, 

leaving me alone which was welcome.
I kept heading DNL to the east/west airstrip which was the closest but 

had small bushes on it. It was critical to fly accurately to conserve height. 
The prop was windmilling and descent rate was about 900 feet per minute.

About 4 to 5 miles.away from Canopus I started to gain excess height 
and so I flew towards a left base for the north/south airstrip which was the 
main strip and more suitable.

I finished up with excess height again, and corrected the profile and 
turned final and landed about one third of the way in. One of my best 
landings. The windmilling engine also stopped and things were very quiet. 
Couldn’t taxi though.

Tried notifying ATC by radio but no contact. Pulled out the Satphone
(which I was forced to buy after being badgered by Spicer and Toole) and 

rang Censar advising landing at Canopus.
Then checked aircraft over which was undamaged although covered 

in oil. Later found that there was half a battered No. 4 piston lying on the 
cylinders after punching a hole in the crankcase.

The Australian Maritime Search & Rescue service were involved and 
tried to ring me on a mobile then never followed up.

Later I was picked up by friends after securing DNL.
It was picked up 4 weeks later after being dismantled and taken back to 

my hangar. The new engine will arrive late January. Continental would not 
provide warranty due time although the engine had only 750 hours since 
factory overhaul.

Cause of the failure was the head of the exhaust valve on No4 came off 
the stem. They are welded together. The head destroyed the piston with the 
pieces rattling around inside until one piece went for a look outside. The 
engine is not repairable so a factory overhauled engine is coming.

Some observations!
Engine failure can happen anytime without any warning. This valve had 

been borescoped only two hours flight time earlier with no defects found.
No malfunction showed in the engine monitor data.
When it happens, it is real and you have to deal with it NOW!
The training certainly kicks in and you just fly the aircraft.
I do admit that my voice squeaked a bit.
I had been thinking of flying to Lord Howe Is.
The Waygu steak, cooked by Rosie and Penfolds Bin 28 was delicious 

that evening.
The Australian Dollar dropped 7 cents in the weeks after the failure.
PS: Coincidently, The Cessna 172, VH-DMY, that I am currently hiring, 

was once awned by the late Max Payne.
By Andrew LottLotty and the Plane
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Supporting Junior Flyers

Our association has given support to AOPA for its development 
of a junior flyers’ program. One of the initiatives is to position 
the AOPA bus, equipped with a flight simulator and several 
computers with flying programs, at various centres where kids 
can experience the thrill of aviation.

In October last year, Lawrie Donohue with Lesley and Frank Lewis 
caught up with them at Ausfly at Narromine, NSW. They were impressed 
with the popularity of the simulator experience with girls and boys aged 
from two to 16. (it was also proving popular with older visitors as well)

A lot of interest in the AOPA facility was evident and our contribution 
appears to have been justified.

Hopefully some future pilots have caught the bug from this experience.



Cessna 182P serial number 18263848 was a 1975 
build aircraft and was the 448th machine of 820 which 
rolled off the Wichita line in that year. This year, a basic 
IFR package with autopilot was fitted as standard 
equipment.

The aircraft was imported in 1975 for Malcolm McClure of Castlemaine, 
Victoria, and was registered to him on September 12th of that year. In 
October of 1978 the aircraft was traded to Brents Merchants of Moorabbin. 
Brents were a prestige car dealership owned by Ted Sent and Brian Forshaw 
who had purchased the assets of Schutt Aviation in 1977, and who also still 
traded under the Schutt name.

The aircraft was purchased by property speculators Waltsue Pty. Ltd  
of East St.Kilda in October that year. In August 1981 ownership passed to 
Goughs Motors Holdings of Doncaster, Victoria, and remained with them 
until September 1991 when the aircraft was purchased by the Flinders 
Ranges Tourist Service at Wilpena Pound in South Australia.

In keeping with their tradition of registering their latest sight-seeing 
Cessna in the VH-WP_ block, ‘APM had been duly re-registered as VH-WPA 
by March 1994. During it’s tenure at Wilpena, the aircraft was modified  
by fitting an upgraded  P-Ponk Aviation O-520 ‘Super Eagle’ engine. The 
aircraft continued on uneventfully in the sight-seeing role until December 
1999 when a kangaroo, which bounded onto the strip damaged the rear 
fuselage of the aircraft during the landing roll.

In June 2012 a curious ownership 
change occurred when the aircraft was 
registered to Wilpena Pound Aerodrome 
Services of Woden , A.C.T.

In January 2016 the aircraft was 
again on the move, this time to Brody 
Constructions of Taree, New South 
Wales. John Ashcroft of Hahndorf, South 
Australia purchased the aircraft in June 
2017 and strangely only retained the 
aircraft for three months before selling 
it to Damien Porta of Albury, New South 
Wales, with whom it remains to this day.
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Compiled by Greg THOM
g.thom@bigpond.com
Talk to me about YOUR Cessna!!

VH-APM on the old TAA Maintenance apron at Essendon in May 1979.  Pic: Author

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? #38 by Greg THOM

Cessna 182P , VH-APM. (18263848).

VH-WPA sports its P-Ponk O-550 conversion at the 1992 Avalon show. Pic. Author.

KELLETT’S
CORNER

“Sugar why don’t you sit down by 
the table and we’ll start supper?” 
said Dorothy to her husband of 50 
years. 

“Sure thing,” said her husband. Settling 
himself down.

“Now Darling, would you like the soup 
first or the salad?” questioned Dorothy.

I’ll take the soup,” he responded.

After a whole meal of one endearing 
term after another, their guest Bob, couldn’t 
contain his curiosity any longer so he snuck 
out to the kitchen and asked Dorothy, “Do 
you always talk to your husband like that?”

“Bob, I’ll be honest 
with you”, she replied. 
It’s been five years now. 
I just can’t remember 
his name and I’m just 
too embarrassed to 
ask him.

FOR SALE
Cessna 182T — late 2002

•	 	Immaculate	aircraft	SIDS	compliant,	full	maintenance	history.	
(Serviced by Tony Brand, Horsham Aviation).

•	 	Airframe	TT.	1145	hrs	14/1/20,	propeller	new	at	700	hrs
•	 	Engine	TT.	450	hrs	in	calendar	time	(end	zero-time	Dec	2014)
•	 	GAMI	injectors,	JPI	700	with	fuel	flow,	Fine	wire	plugs.
•	 	Engine	oil	changed	every	18	hrs	or	so	and	CamGuard	added.	

Never been dirty.
•	 	Aircraft	painted,	reupholstered	in	leather	at	approx.	75	hrs.
•	 	Shipped	to	Australia	and	commissioned	by	Steven	Hegarty,	

Cessna agent in Townsville in 2010
•	 	Avionics:	- Full	IFR	with	Garmin	530W	GPS,	Garmin	ADSB	

transponder, Roll steering just fitted (will follow track and 
instrument approaches)

•	 	Colour	moving	map	KMD	550	multifunction	display,	KX	155A	
Nav/Comwith glide slope auto pilot with altitude preselect, back 
up GPS Garmin 495. KMA audio panel & 4 position intercom.

•	 	WX	500	stormscope,	Tcas	(identifies	other	aircraft.)
$295,000 or offer (no GST)

Andrew Hogarth 0412 822 164   ahogarthre@gmail.com
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The Holden Story
Holden — Ran Out Of Petrol.

THE HOLDEN STORY reprinted by kind permission
of The Illawarra Vintage Car Club Magazine

MEMBER NEWS
NEW ARRIVALS
Exciting news from Jenny and Ross Bate, 
grandparents extraordinary! 
Daughter, Suzie and husband, Tyler welcomed two 
new members of the clan on 29 January. Lucy 
Jane and Sam Thomas arrived safely and well. 
Congratulations to everyone!

BIRTHDAYS
Lawrie Donoghue and Robert Collins recently 
celebrated significant birthdays. Congratulations!

FOR SALE
Andrew Hogarth has put his Cessna 182 on the 
market. Contact him for details.

Welcome Committee Airlie



14

COMING FLY-INS

AUTUMN FLY-IN 
13 – 16 March 2020
CANBERRA ACT
Our next fly-in to Canberra coincides with 
the annual Canberra Festival period which 
gives us plenty of options to enjoy the 
various attractions available.

There will be a bit of flexibility for those that 
want to tailor their experience to some degree as 
not all attractions are “mandatory”. Here’s an idea 
of what we’re doing;

Friday 13 March 2020
We all fly-in to Dick Smith’s private property on 

the outskirts of Canberra.  Please note there are 
strict Fly Neighbourly rules which will be emailed 
to all pilots shortly.

Transfers to the Mercure Hotel in Ainslie, 
just 800 metres north east of the main Civic 
Shopping centre. A casual dinner has been 
arranged at the Mercure.

Saturday 14 March 2020
An optional transfer to and from the lawns 

of old Parliament house to witness the Balloon 
festival for the early risers. This will happen from 
6 to 9am. Balloon rides will also be available to 
purchase. 

Everyone will then be transferred to the War 
Memorial (which is a short walk for those who 
prefer to do so). The War Memorial is a big deal. 
There is a lot to see, and many participants will 
want to spend most of the day there. 

For those wanting to spend a few hours at 
the AWM, rather than the whole day, we have 
arranged a brief sight seeing tour of Canberra and 
shuttle service to the shopping centre for those 
wanting some free time.  Mini buses will work on 
a timetable which will be distributed.

The Gala Dinner will be held at the National 
Museum of Australia on Acton Peninsula Lake 
Burley Griffin. Mid way through the evening we 
will breakout to the front of the venue in prime 
position to enjoy a 20 minute “Sky Fire” fireworks 
spectacular. 

Sunday 15 March 2020
AGM at 9am, followed by;

Parliamentary triangle – you choose. You will 
be transferred to the 500 metre strip of land along 
the Lake Burley Griffin shoreline featuring the 
National Gallery of Australia, The High Court of 
Australia, The National Portrait Gallery, Questacon 
(National Science Museum), The National Library 
of Australia, and The Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Old Parliament House. Entry fees (if 
applicable) are at your cost and you decide what 
you want to see. A shuttle service will be available 
if you don’t feel like walking between attractions.

Matisse/Picasso at the National Gallery of 
Australia (NGA) – Apart from the standard gallery 
exhibits open to all at no cost, the NGA is holding 
a Matisse/Picasso exhibition. This is a rare 
opportunity to see the works of these 2 Masters 
in one big display. Tickets for this exhibition need 
to be pre-purchased. We will arrange tickets for 
those interested. 

After a break and dinner, you will be 
transferred back to the Parliamentary triangle to 
witness “Enlighten” where all the major buildings 
are spectacularly lit up in the most imaginative 
ways.  There will be a carnival atmosphere with 
lots of entertainment and stalls as thousands of 
Canberrans come out to enjoy the mild Autumn 
conditions – while they still can!

Monday 16 March 2020
Optional tour of Australian War Memorial 

annexe.  The War Memorial has offered us 
an opportunity to tour their large technology 
conservation annexe in Mitchell ACT.  Basically, it 
contains all the big stuff that won’t fit in the main 
war memorial building.  (eg, A Beaufort Bomber, 
various Tanks, V2 Rocket, and a variety of military 
hardware). Donation entry fee is requested.

The tour commences at 9:30am and runs for 1 
½ hours.  Pre booking are required so the we can 
provide numbers well ahead of time.  After that we 
can transfer you directly to Dick’s Airstrip.

Others will be transferred back to Dick Airstrip 
from the Mercure between 6:30am to 9:00am.  

ACCOMMODATION
We have a block booking at the Mercure Hotel, 

Ainslie ACT. 
The Mercure is taking bookings now. Rooms 

are $159/night which includes Breakfast for one. A 
second breakfast is $19 (that’s the way they do it).

Call the Reservations Manager, Jasmine on 
02-6243 0012 and let her know you are with the 
Cessna 182 Association.

More on Parliamentary Triangle attractions 
– (Sunday 15 March 2020)

You will need to make your own arrangements 
for lunch. Most of the facilities have café’s 
available. Details below. Check out the various 
websites.

National Gallery of Australia 
Website: https://nga.gov.au/
Entry Fee: Free to general exhibits. Pre purchase 
tickets through us for the Matisse/Picasso 
Exhibition
Lunch option: NGA café 

High Court of Australia
Entry Fee: Free
Lunch option : No café on site

National Portrait Gallery
Website: https://www.portrait.gov.au/
Entry fee: Free
Lunch option: Portrait Café 

National Library of Australia
Website: https://www.nla.gov.au/
Entry fee: Free
Lunch option: Bookplate café

Old Parliament House
(Museum of Australian Democracy)
Web Site: https://www.moadoph.gov.au/visiting/
Entry fee: $2, or $1 concessions
Lunch option: Terrace café 

Questacon
Website: https://www.questacon.edu.au/
Entry fee: $23 or $17.50 concessions
Lunch option: Questacon Café 

WINTER FLY-IN 
14 – 16 AUGUST 2020
DARWIN NT
The following details have been provided by 
Roger and Suzie Toole who are organising 
this fly-in.

It is being held during the Darwin festival 
which showcases Top End attractions with 
endless  events. As details are not yet finalised, 
more information will be provided closer to the 
event.

Accommodation is yet to be confirmed. 
Booking information will be provided soon. 
Transport will be provided to and from the Airport 
where the management is being most helpful re 
parking and access.

Possible attractions being considered include 
The Jumping Crocodile Cruise on the Adelaide 
River, WW11 Adelaide River Memorial Cemetery 
and airstrips, Darwin WW11 underground oil 
storage tanks, Darwin Aviation Museum (this 
is a definite), Darwin Military Museum, Darwin 
Harbour and Wave pool.
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The program will include a sunset dinner cruise 
for early arrivals (13th), welcome dinner on Friday, 
Saturday Gala Dinner at our hotel, (whichever is 
chosen), Adelaide River tour and a visit to Mindii 
Beach markets on Sunday for sundowners and 
dinner selected from one of the stalls.

Roger has recommended that attendees arrive 
on the Thursday to catch those attractions which 
we do not manage to include in our tours. He also 
requests that you advise him of your attendance 
and ETA if at all possible, as early as possible. 
(0407562 829, or milliron@bigpond.com) as it 
will help him with reservations and transport. 
This is most important, as due to the popularity 
of attractions during the festival, many are booked 
out early. This is not a firm commitment, but Roger 
would like an idea of how many members and 
guests might be attending.

AUTUMN FLY-IN 
18 - 21 MARCH 2021
ALBANY WA
Brian and Gloria White have been busy 
in Albany and have sent this information 
about a great fly-in planned for next year 
in WA..

“It is set for the third weekend in March, 
18 to 21st, 2021. We have 30 rooms booked at 
the LeGrand Hotel and have tours pretty well 
organised.

Have managed to negotiate free landing 
and parking , with a promise that we will bring 
business to Albany and leave some behind with a 
bit of fundraising.

As some of you who have been here before 
know, the airport, hotel and some spectacular 
sightseeing are all within close proximity.

Hoping we can get a good roll up like we did 
at Cervantes and it should be a great weekend. 
I know it’s early days yet but if we can get our 
members thinking about it and planning perhaps a 
week or so in the west it will be good.

I hope to get a feel for numbers at the coming 
fly in at Canberra. Look forward to seeing you all 
there.”

Brian White (and my more than able organiser 
/ Secretary / Gloria).

VALE
CYRIL PATRICK REEVES

5th January 2020 ,  aged 68 years
Cyril was a former member of the 

182 Association and attended the 
2006 Fly In to Alice Springs with his 
wife, Robyn  (in VH- TUJ).

Cyril was born and raised in 
Rockhampton and until his retirement 
, was the proprietor of Purely 
Electronics in Rockhampton.

He was a well known and respected 
member of aviation circles in Central 
Queensland.

Our condolences to Robyn, daughter 
Allison and son Stephen.

VALE
BRIAN INDER

MEMBER No. 322
12 DECEMBER 1930 TO 21 AUGUST 2019

Brian’s mother was from Tasmania and 
although Brian grew up in Sydney and travelled 
the world, his dream was to fulfil that of his 
mother who wanted to open a tearoom in 
Tasmania. Brian did that when he opened 
Tasmazia at Lower Crackpot. ( many of us visited 
it at the Sheffield fly-in.)

After moving to Tasmania for the betterment 
of first wife, Molly’s health, and settling at lower 
Barrington with Molly and daughters, Gayle and 
Raelene, the family then moved to the property at 
Promised Land. Molly was Brian’s right hand until 
her untimely death in 1984. Following this loss, he 
travelled some and during these travels met his 
new wife, Laura from Montana, with the spirit of 
Calamity Jane, according to Brian. Laura has been 
a mainstay for Brian in his creation of the world-
renowned attraction, at Tazmazia and his support 
of the Sheffield mural concept.

Brian and Laura attended many of our fly-ins 
in the company of Sandra Southwell and Barry 
Bransden with whom they initially co-owned 
the Cessna 182, VH- TSA and then as their 
passengers in VH-UAL. 

The life of this ‘generous, wacky, creative 
genius’ ( as he was described at his unorthodox 
funeral) was celebrated at Mural Park in Sheffield 
where hundreds  (including Neil Davis from 
our Association) flocked to hear light-hearted 
anecdotes, sing songs and add to the murals on 
his rainbow coloured coffin to send him off to 
“Upper Crackpot”.

Many of you will remember Brian for his 
favourite attire, always overalls.

The reason for this is explained in Brian’s own 
words in the following article.

THIS OVERALL LIFE
by Brian Inder (The Laird)
It happened this way. 

I was a brand-new dairy farmer milking 60 
cows in a herringbone shed that was designed 
to for faster milking by enabling the operator 
to stand level with the cow’s udders to more 
conveniently apply the milking cups.

It had one design fault. It enabled the cows, 
without warning, to urinate or defecate over the 
milker. This generated a lot of laundry.

After a flood in the local town the 
haberdasher had some damaged stock for sale, 
including 12 pairs of overalls. I bought the lot. 
They proved excellent for dairy wear, enabling 
a quick change when necessary. The great 
advantage of overalls is that they have pockets 
for everything, are hard wearing, roomy and 
comfortable.

I took to wearing them for jobs outside the 
dairy and even on special occasions. It became 
such a habit that people failed to recognise 
me without them. Increasingly I became more 
reluctant to wear normal clothes. After meeting a 
fellow wearing tailored overalls which were smart, 
comfortable and pick pocket proof, the barriers of 
formality of dress finally crashed for me.

A whole new world of freedom of dress 
opened up and people’s reaction to it worldwide 
was a study in itself. The first big advantage of 
wearing overalls is that the world’s parasites 
judge you as not worth robbing. They just don’t 
see you.

I visited the opera in London in overalls, 
mingling with patrons in full evening dress and 
received nary an odd glance. The Brits do love 
their eccentrics! The ladies who run tea shops 
always address me as Luv, Pet or Dear. Overalls, 
way to go men.

This Overall Life



ATTENDEES AT AIRLIE BEACH FLY-IN
Brian Shadler; Chris Hirst, Ruth Lindstrom & Joanne Neal; John & Mary-Lee Wiggers; John & Jan Hughes; Lawrie & Margaret Donoghue; 

John Bestwick, Lindsay Cox & Steve Whitworth; Roger & Suzie Toole; Bruce, Margaret & Trevor Church;
Andy Burrows & Lysanne Dolphin; David Crum, Tanya Findell, Warren & Richard Waddick; Peter & Alison Jones; Greg & Gaye Saal;
Neil & Gwyn Aitkenhead; Brian & Catherine Harvey; Cliff & Caroline Princehorn; Ian & Denise Thomason; Chris & Marie Crocket;

Peter & Carmel Harrington; Trevor & Dianne Corlett; Noel Handley & Ellen Jenkins; Frank & Lesley Lewis; Neil Davis; Ross & Jenny Bate; 
Ian & Noella Spicer; Stuart & Sue Thomp son; Ian & Cathy Tait; David Curtain; Leedham & Judy Walker; Andrew & Jane Hogarth;

John & Rosemary Glastonbury; Bill & Jenny O’Brien; Allan & Susie Chinn.

PRESIDENT:
Robert Terzi 0423 600 899
VICE-PRESIDENT:
Frank Lewis 0416 160 347
SECRETARY:
Andrew Hogarth 0412 822 164
TREASURER:
Lawrie Donoghue 0428 442 065
NEWSLETTER:
Lesley Lewis 0411 263 422

Join the Cessna 182 association of australia
JoININg uS - It’s easy!

Just download the 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION at

 www.cessna182.org.au   
Cost is just $120 for 3 years,

and if your partner would also like to join as 
a full member, just pay another $30!

Contact Details: 
Lawrie Donoghue,  

9 Pebble Beach Drive, Dubbo, 2830
Email: secretary@cessna182.org.au

Also take a look at the Cessna Pilots Association 
of Australia to find out what is happening: 

www.cessnapilotsassociationofaustralia.org.au

eaCh Year eNJoY:
A Fly-in in Autumn and Spring
Two Newsletters with News, Events, 
History etc
Incredible friendships with 
like minded people
Something different for everyone 
all over Australia  

MERCHANDISE
•  White polo shirts and
 navy reversible vests are
 available for men and women.
• Anniversary Computer Bags.
Hats & caps are also on sale.
Please check our website for details or contact:
Lesley Lewis on 0411 263 422 or
Jenny Bate on 0427 844 097.

eDITorS NoTe
In order to keep Members informed of happenings 
within our Association I need input from you, the 
Members. 

If you have been somewhere, or had a grandchild, 
or gone bald, or some modifications to your C182, 
anything about you and your family, these all help to 
make the Newsletter interesting.  

I am constantly on the lookout for things to include, 
hence the occasional article on a subject outside 
aviation. Your help please.

ThaNKS! Many thanks once again to Chris Hirst for the photographs of the Fly-in.
As always we are totally indebted to John Weston and his team, including magazine designer
Donald Keys, for the final layout of this Newsletter and its absolutely superb reproduction.
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Ross Bate 0427 844 046
Lesley Lewis 0411 263 422
Chris Hirst 0438 557 117
Roger Toole 0407 582 829
Greg Saal 0429 616 243
Peter Jones 0423 454 422
Mary-Lee Wiggers
 0438 845 698
HISTORIAN:
Greg Thom 03 9744 1941

The 20th Anniversary Fly-in bag
is now available!


