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Hi Everyone!
We are now well into 2018 and I trust 
everyone is in good shape, flying lots 
of hours and having managed to get 
through this year’s medicals!!

By now everyone is familiar with the sad 
loss of Sandy in a flying accident in Northeast 
Tasmania in January. This was a terrible loss 
to Barry and all of us who had the privilege of 
knowing Sandy. Some 30 members were able 
to get to her funeral and provided some support 
and comfort to Barry, her family and close 
friends.

At Barry’s instigation the Sandra Southwell 
Memorial Scholarship was formulated with the 
aim of supporting Women Pilots upgrading their 
licences from the RAAus level to a GA licence. 
This was a contentious issue with Sandy 
and this scholarship will further her wish to 
ensure women get proper training in aviation. 
The Woman’s Pilots Association, drawing on 
their experience with over 20 other various 
scholarships, will manage it. The target sum of 
$10000 has been achieved through donations 
of $7732.45 by Sandys friends and family and 
$2367.55 from us, the C182 Association. It will 
allocate $2000 each year for five years at which 
point it will be reviewed. Our commitment 
has been made and fulfilled with no further 
donations expected. 

The Clare Valley Fly-in was most enjoyable 
and Gabriela and Tony must be congratulated 
on hosting a most successful event. To me 
the raising of just over $2700 to support little 

Patrick Tilley in his ongoing hurdles with his 
blindness was a highlight and I personally feel 
that the C182 mob have done something that 
makes a difference to someone’s life. It also 
reminds us that Australian country communities 
can generate incredible strength and resilience 
when called upon.

It was encouraging to see so many members 
attend the AGM and I welcome both new and 
returning committee members. I would like 
to thank the three retiring members, Trevor 
Corlett, John Stuart and Barry Bransden (who 
threatens to come back with a vengeance in 
the not too distant future!). We now have Robert 
Terzi as vice President and Laurie Donoghue as 
Treasurer with Andrew back as Secretary. New 
committee members, Greg Saal, Roger Toole 
and Christ Hirst join re-elected members, Lesley 
Lewis, Peter Jones, Ross Bate and Tony Human.  

We successfully held the mid-year 
committee meeting at Goonoo Goonoo Station 
south of Tamworth in June. (According to Laurie, 
who knows these things, it must be pronounced 
as” Gunaa Goonoo”!)  All committee members 
managed to get the time to attend and it was 
encouraging to have some other members 
come along as observers. I believe someone 
said something about a “mini fly-in “!  

Robert Terzi, Peter Jones and myself will 
be representing the C182 Association at the 
AOPA Summit in Wagga in July. Peter will give 
a short address on the issues with CASA that 
are affecting us, as will other type groups 
and organizations. The Deputy Prime Minister, 
McCormack and the Deputy Opposition leader 

Albanese have committed to attend as well. 
This is part of our ongoing support for AOPA in 
its efforts to provide a future for GA in Australia.

The Thursday Island Fly-in is approaching 
and those that have booked to attend are 
reminded that Roger Toole’s “Tagalong” could 
make a long flight more interesting. If you are 
keen to join in bookings for accommodation 
should be made ASAP. Details are included later 
in this magazine.

I would like to welcome new members John 
Ashcroft, Roger Chaffey, Peter Harrington, Brian 
and Katherine Harvey, Peter Jenkins, Bill and 
Jennifer O’Brien, Kim and Robyn Packer, Carl 
Rubis, Brendon Smart as well as nearly thirty 
partners who have now joined as full members. 
Great to have you with us.

The PreSIdeNT’S CorNer

2018  SPrING  TorreS STrAIT, QLd 13 – 17 SePTeMBer 
2019  AUTUMN  BAThUrST, NSW, APrIL 12 - 15 APrIL
2019  SPrING  ShUTe hArBoUr, QLd, 7 SePTeMBer
2020  AUTUMN CANBerrA, ACT, TBA
2020  SPrING dArWIN, NT, AUGUST



SANDRA SOUTHWELL MEMBER NUMBER 284
In January a group of members 
farewelled our well-known and 
loved member, Sandy in Devonport. 
Committee members, Frank and 
Lesley Lewis spoke on behalf of all 
our members at the ceremony and 
extended our condolences to Barry 
and his family.
Others attending were, Ruth Lindstrom, Chris 
Hirst, Carolyn & Cliff Princehorn, Alison & Peter 
Jones, Ryoko & Neil Davis, Ben Morgan, Jane & 
Andrew Hogarth, Owen Bartrop, John & Mary-
Lee Wiggers, Elaine & John Stewart, Max Paine, 
Judy & Leedham Walker, Annie Hayes, David 
Crawford, Laura & Brian Inder, Jenny & Chris 
Cabot, Trevor Corlett, Tony & Wendy Brand.

Barry Brandsen, has contributed 
this story of Sandy’s life.

Sandra was born in Sydney on 28 of 
January 1953. Her mother, Iris Southwell 
and father William Southwell lived at Lue 
not far out of Mudgee NSW where Sandra 
and her family resided until she was 18.  
Sandra was born into a horse loving family 
so from not long after learning to walk she 
learnt to ride. 

Sandra, her mother and younger brother travelled 
extensively throughout NSW and Victoria following 
the agricultural show circuit for many years. Sandra 
competed very successfully at the Brisbane, Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide Royal shows. 

In 1974 Sandra, her brother Shane and their 
mother Iris arrived in Tasmania with a team of show 
and harness horses travelling around Tasmania’s 
shows with great success.

The family fell in love with Sheffield, sold the 
property in Mudgee, then purchased a farm on 
Brays Road Sheffield where Sandra lived for the 
next 43 years.

Sandra has been one of Tasmania’s most 
successful equestrian show riders to date, 
accomplished with her natural talent, hard work 
and unwavering dedication. 

In the early days at Sheffield she worked for 
Australia Post and could be seen ether in the office 
or on the motor bike delivering mail.  From there 
Sandra acquired a position in the in the bank which 
she enjoyed for many years.

In 1992 Sandra met Barry Bransden and they 
became an item. 

Soon after Sandra took up the opportunity to 
study and work with horses in Sweden for four 
months 

which inspired her on return to Australia to take 
up the position of office manager at Tasmanian 
Horse Transport. 

It wasn’t long before Sandra and Barry became 
partners in the business and set about building this 
very modest horse transport operation into one of 
Australia’s leading horse transport companies.

Dreams became reality with the most advanced 
horse transport vehicles in the country and of course 
Sandra drove the pride of the fleet a 500 h.p semi 
carrying 16 horses between Hobart and Brisbane.
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The business was sold in 2007. ‘’Retirement” 
came but not as you know it!

Sandra leant to fly, and a whole new life 
began.  The first real flight for Sandra came 
immediately after gaining her recreational pilot’s 
licence when she and Barry   circumnavigated 
Australia in a 2-seat aircraft, a Tecnam, taking in 
all four months. 

On passing though the Gold Coast it was 
decided she needed a bigger plane.  So, a Cessna 
172 was purchased filling the void for a short 
time until a 182 Cessna was purchased. Then 
came more study and training. 

Sandra joined the Australian Women Pilots’ 
Association, soon becoming the Tasmanian 
President.

When Sandra became president, she set 
about increasing the number of members from 
6 to 23 over the next few years. Then she took 
on the position of Australian Women Pilots’ 
Association National Vice President, fuelling 
her passion to promote women in aviation and 
placing her on the awards 
selection panel.    

In 2015 Sandra, along 
with a small team ran 
the National Conference 
for the Australian Women 
Pilots’ Association in 
Launceston which was 
said to be one of the most 
successful ever run.

In 2016 Sandra organised and ran the Cessna 
182 Association of Australia Fly in at Sheffield, 
again one of the most successful the Association 
had ever had, injecting approximately $95 000 
into the local and surrounding community. 

Sandra was also the Treasure and an active 
member of The Devonport Aeroclub 

  Sandra flew her own plane extensively to 
ever corner, crisscrossing Australia for up to 
8 weeks every year, calling on many out back 
stations and towns.

She never stopped studying and achieving 
new ratings in aviation, her latest being 
instrument rated at command level. 

August 2017 saw Sandra fly a light plane over 
part of The Rocky Mountains near Vancouver 
Canada. 

Flying into Oshkosh USA the largest air show 
in the world however became the highlight of her 
aviation career. 

Sandra left this world just before her 65th 
birthday on the 20th of January 2018 after 
contributing considerably to all that she was 
associated with, but in particular the equestrian 
and aviation worlds.
 

SANDRA SOUTHWELL MEMBER NUMBER 284
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We had never been to the Menindee lakes 
area before, but had seen a few reports on 
various documentaries about the state of the 
water there, or rather, the lack of.  Michael from 
the Bourke and Wills Motel picked the four of us 
up from the airport, and with some prompting, 
he offered to take us for a drive around the area.  
One and a half hours later, with amazing local 
knowledge to add to the drive, Michael dropped 
us back into town.

I discovered the townsfolk have a good sense 
of humour when I bowled up to the bar at the 
pub and asked for two pots of great northern.  
His quick reply stated that they don’t sell pots.  I 
then asked for schooners and his reply was the 
same.  (By now I am thinking that they are a bit 
weird down here!)   His offer was Mason jars only 
for beer!

Gusty cold winds greeted us on Tuesday 
morning when we landed at Broken Hill to refuel.  
It was a shock to the system after coming from 
Central Queensland and the exceptionally hot 
summer and autumn conditions that we were 
experiencing.

My trusty pilot had a bit of a shocker when 
landing at Clare Valley.  I am proud to say that he 
usually does great landings, and I am beginning 
to think that Frank Lewis puts a curse on him at 
fly-ins as this is the second time it has happened 
when Frank has been a Marshall.  I think he has 
magic powers and can make the wind gust at 
just the wrong time!  Our second landing was a 
good one and as always it is great to meet up 
with everyone again.

A local from Clare Valley, Peter Eaton, arrived 
in his 1927 Whippet motor car and did joy rides 
as well as picking up people and their luggage 
as they arrived.  Peter has done three Australian 
trips in this car totalling almost 18,000 kilometres 
and has also done a trip in China from Beijing to 
Shanghai, a distance of 1,200 kilometres.

Tony and Gabriella were our hosts for this 
fly-in and we appreciate their devotion to the 
preparations they did to make everything flow 
so well.  It is no mean feat to organise 55 odd 
people into accommodation, transport and 
entertainment.

Lesley and Jenny had the C182 merchandise 
available as people arrived so they could stock 
up with all the regalia.  Everyone was presented 
with a presentation pack which provided some 
great information about the Clare Valley and most 
importantly, the itinerary for the next few days.

For dinner this evening we all met at the 
Taminga Hotel.  The buses picked us up and we 
were introduced to our lovely drivers, Tom and Mr. 
Wilson.  Catching up with fellow club members 
again is always a highlight of these fly-ins, so 
the atmosphere was alive with a lot of chatter 
and laughter, making it a very enjoyable evening.

The following morning, our bus drivers, (after 
being held up in traffic, apparently), picked us 
up from our accommodation and took us for 
a scenic drive from Clare to Mintaro and onto 
Martindale Hall.  This hall was built in 1879-1880 
at a cost of £30,000 for Edmund Bowman Jnr.  
He brought out many craftsmen from England 
to build the mansion which was made from 
Sandstone.  These master craftsmen built a 
magnificent building boasting thirty-two rooms 

and a large cellar of seven rooms.  The grounds 
included a boating lake, racecourse, cricket pitch 
(the English II played here at least once) and a 
polo ground.  Stables and a Coach House are also 
a part of the estate. There is so much history here 
and is a must see when visiting the area.

Our next stop was a visit to Hill River 
Estate.  This estate is a very intensive, diverse 
and productive family owned and operated 
enterprise.  It is run by Robert and Lyn Jaeschke 
and their two sons.  Robert gave us a tour of their 
property which includes meat chickens, export 
hay, grain growing, fat lambs and of course grape 
growing and wine making.

His late father has a great collection of antique 
tractors which proved to be a popular attraction.  
After our extensive tour we were taken to the 
Cellar where we were treated with tasting of their 
lovely wines and some lunch.

With a lovely lunch and a bit of a break 
under our belts, we once again set off, and our 
destination was the Seven Hill Winery and Church.  
The church was built by the Jesuit priests in 

CESSNA 182  CLARE VALLEY FLY-IN
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It is funny how you get to have a favourite airport to call into when traversing the country.  Charleville is one of 
those airports where the friendly staff usually advise you on the wind direction on the ground before you land 
and are there to greet you on the tarmac with a welcoming smile and have the fuel ready to go if you desire.  
The canteen is handy to get a coffee and a bite to eat if you are travelling on further which makes your journey 
that much more enjoyable.  Ross and Jenny Bate landed just prior to us on the 12th March as we were on our 
way to the Cessna 182 fly-in at The Clare Valley.  We had both previously organised to meet here and then head 
on to Menindee for the night.



1851 and is another amazing specimen of early 
architecture and craftsmanship, especially when 
you consider the tools they had to work with in 
that era.  Transportation of supplies alone was a 
challenging feat.

The cellar invited us for wine tasting.  This 
cellar was established when the Jesuit Priests 
realised the fertility of the soil, so began making 
sacramental wines to supply the emerging 
Catholic Churches around Australia.

Our dinner tonight was held at Paulette Wines 
in the Polish Hill River District.  Neil Paulette 
and his wife Allison established their winery 
approximately thirty years ago and their wine 
maker spoke to us about making wines here 
at Paulette.  It was interesting to learn how the 
different soils, weather and even the amount of 
sun can affect the growing and eventually the 
flavour of the grapes.

Leigh Tilly also spoke on behalf of his son 
Patrick, who was the recipient of the fund raising 
held at the dinner tonight.  The Tilly family live 
in the valley and Leigh explained the heartache 
of discovering their third child had a tumour 
behind his eye at the age of eighteen months.  
This tumour has caused him to go blind.  Patrick 
has a great attitude and has just started school 
this year. There were many items donated for 
the raffle, and 182 members were once again 
generous with their purchase of raffle tickets.  
The lovely Allison Jones had a lucky night.  

Brian Wilson, our trusty bus driver, donned a 
different hat and was the guest speaker at our 
dinner.  Brian is a very passionate local identity 
and his local knowledge as he drove us around 
for the few days we were there was appreciated.  
His focus tonight however was about how the 
Clare Valley Aero Club came to be.  It just shows 
what communities can do when you have 

foresight, willing volunteers who work together, 
generous donations and a strong desire to make 
it all happen.  The architectural design of the 
club house is very apt for its purpose and is an 
absolute delight to visit.  It was inspirational to 
learn how it all came about and the end result is 
a credit to all of those people.  The airstrip is used 
by many, some of which include flying schools.  
Other aero clubs also do fly-ins here.  The night 
was capped off with a silent auction, the benefits 
of which went to Patrick Tilley.

Thursday morning everyone gathered at the 
Taminga Hotel for the AGM and General meeting.  
This concluded about 10:00 am and we all 
boarded our buses for a trip out to Bungaree 
Estate.  This estate was established in 1841.  
Mark and Vickie (nee Hawker) Stewart are the 
current 6th generation owners on Bungaree 
Estate which was originally founded in 1841 
and established on Christmas Day of that year.  
It was an area of 200,000 acres and it was an 
occupational licence.  The church on the property 
which Mark and Vickie were married in seven 
years ago, was built in 1864.  Mr Hawker built 
it because he found the trip of an hour and a 
half by horse and buggy into town, too tedious.  
The shearing shed is the oldest working shed 
in South Australia and originally had fifty-two 
shearers working with blades by hand.  They 
could shear sixty sheep a day each.  In 1913, the 
shearing plant was driven by steam.  There are 
many more statistics to describe this estate and 
a trip to see it is well recommended.

The town of Burra was once a thriving mining 
town where it was considered to have the best 
copper in the world.  It was first an underground 
mine and then in 1970 became open cut.  Today 
the mine building is a tourist attraction and the 

oldest remaining mining building in Australia.  
The little township is an interesting stop and we 
all enjoyed a lovely lunch there.

On our way back into Clare we glimpsed 
sections of the dry stone wall, which extended 
for 66 kilometres.  We stopped at the remains 
of the women’s prison, Redruth Goal.  Not a 
recommended place to have been sent to I am 
sure.

This afternoon, the committee met for a 
meeting prior to a farewell BBQ dinner at the 
Comfort Inn.  It was time to say goodbye and 
we were all talking about the next fly-in at Horn 
Island in September.

We really  enjoyed our visit and decided that 
we would love to come back to the Clare Valley 
especially when it is nice and green.

Greg and I decided to head north after 
departing Clare Valley.  This was an area we 
hadn’t flown over before and we tracked along 
the western side of Lake Eyre, over the Goyder 
Channel and onto the Warburton Chanel.  We 
followed that into Birdsville, thinking we might 
have seen the water coming down from the 
recent rain up in north-west Queensland.  In 
Birdsville they informed us that the water was 
still coming and was currently around Davenport 
Downs.  One of the most spectacular sights 
I have ever seen came into sight as we saw 
that water coming down in a big sheet the next 
morning.  It is really worthwhile seeing if you ever 
get the chance.  We tracked over Longreach and 
also saw the water from the Thompson River, and 
then it was home again. 

Thank you so much to all the people who 
made the fly-in the great success it was.  Tony 
and Gabriella and all the committee, you excelled 
yourself and we appreciate it from the bottom of 
our hearts.  Thank you.

March 2018  — Contributed by Gaye Saal
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CESSNA 182  CLARE VALLEY FLY-IN Continued...
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Due to the generosity 
of our members and to 
several Clare businesses 
we were able to present 
over $2700 for a young 
local boy, Patrick Tilley, 
who is visually impaired. 

Tony Human and Andrew 
Hogarth are shown here 
presenting the cheque 
to  Patrick and his mum, 
Kirsty who sent us this 
heartfelt thankyou note 
from their family.

FUND-RAISING
AT CLARE
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MARALINGA by Robert Terzi
Mildura
(8 August 2017) 
Departed Canberra at 1pm in very ordinary 
weather conditions. We were lucky to have a 
friend, Roger, who is a retired BOM forecaster. 
He turned up at the airport gate and told us all 
about the cloud formations and weather fronts, 
the upshot of which was that we should be able 
to sneak out via Yass VFR and head west. 

So, despite a 35kt – 55kt headwind we 
managed to enjoy a slow but calm flight to Mildura.

Mildura was as cold as Canberra, but we 
were able to warm up on Mildura Brewery pale 
ale and local Pinot Grigio. 

Olympic Dam/Woomera 
The flight from Mildura to Olympic Dam (via 

a refuel stop at Leigh Creek) was equally slow 
with no relief from the strong westerlies. We had 
previously gained permission from the operators 
of the Olympic Dam airfield to land and park the 
plane, but the deal was that we had to arrive with 
30 min of the allotted time. We made it with 2 
minutes to spare. Not that it mattered – not a 
soul in sight. 

Rob Barnes organised a hire car and we 
drove to Woomera. 

Woomera is a town of neat geometrical 
proportions, designed to accommodate over 
7,000 residents – which it did. The population 
has dropped to a mere 140 from its prime in the 
cold war era. From 1947 to 1982 Woomera was 
a “closed town” restricted to defence personnel 
for the Woomera Rocket Range – a rocket missile 
testing facility. Woomera also happens to be the 
birthplace of our crew member, Rob Barnes. 

We dined at the Eldo Hotel with lovely views 
of the desert to the east. The Eldo is possibly a 
shadow of its former glory. 

Coober Pedy/Emu/Maralinga
(7th and 8th August 2017)

Following a brief stop at Roxby Downs for 
picnic supplies, we headed off to Coober Pedy 
via the Painted Hills. 

We found Emu Junction about 250 kms west 
of Coober Pedy expecting to find a deserted 

claypan. Emu was the site of the first atomic test 
(1953) on the Australian mainland. Surveyed by 
Len Beadell in the early 1950’s it was deemed 
to be sufficiently remote from the prying eyes of 
Britain’s cold war adversaries of the time. The 
strip was constructed in the claypan and used to 
fly in the hardware and personnel required to set 
up a base for atomic testing. 

Apart from evidence of the roads leading to 
the 2 atomic test sites and the airstrip, there is 
nothing left of the Emu base. For us it was the 
perfect stopover for a picnic in what must be one 
of the remotest parts of the world – aside from 
the party of 4W drivers we discovered racing 
each other up and down the claypan. 

A noteworthy fact is that Rob B’s Dad, Fred 
Barnes flew a Canberra Bomber (from Woomera) 
into the atomic cloud of at least one of the atomic 
blasts to collect radio active material for analysis. 
Fred is still alive and healthy today at in his 90’s. 

It took about 40min to fly south from Emu 
to Maralinga. Maralinga was chosen to replace 
Emu and was preferred due to its proximity to the 
railway line. Bob Menzies secretly handed over 
the Maralinga to the British and it was to remain 
British territory until 1963. The airstrip was built 
to the highest standards with 5 metres deep of 
concrete on the touch down zones. It was later 

used as a standby facility for the space shuttle 
program. The enormous strip has not needed 
any repair for over 60 years and is still in pristine 
condition today. 

The Maralinga project was one of a staggering 
scale. Neither the Australian nor British 
Governments were fully aware of the size and 
cost of the project. Britain was only just recovering 
from WW2 and really could not afford such and 
ambitious program. However, they had been 
spooked by the knowledge that the Nazis had 
come within a bees thing of dropping a nuke on 
Britain towards the end of the war. Britain could ill 
afford to be unprepared next time around. 

A total of 7 bombs were detonated at 
Maralinga. They ranged from 9 to 26 kilo 
tonnes (compared to Hiroshima at 4 kt). Some 
blasts were detonated from towers (One Tree, 
Breakaway, Tadje, Biak). Another was an airdrop 
(Kite) from a V Bomber and another (Marcoo) was 
placed on the ground creating a massive crater. 
Tufi was planned as a balloon detonation, but did 
not proceed as it coincided with the signing of a 
UN non proliferation agreement. However, all the 
prep work was done and is still evident at the site. 
A balloon carrying the bomb was to be tethered 
by an array of steal ropes (the consequences 
of an atomic bomb casually floating off into the 
never-never was not to be contemplated). The 
balloon would have been enormous – due to the 
weight of the cables rather than the bomb. 

Further legal but “dirty” experiments resulted 
in massive plutonium plumes strewn across the 
open plains. These were the activities that would 
contaminate the land for thousands of years to 
come – not the atomic bombs, as widely thought. 
A superficial effort by the British to remediate 
the area (called operation Brumbie – misspelt) 
did little to silence the Geiger counters. A later 
thorough clean up by the Australian Government 
involved scraping a layer of the affect ground 
and burying the contaminated earth, along with 
millions of $’s of heavy machinery used in the 
project, into huge pits. 

Ironically, we heard of the passing of Yami 
Lester during our stay at Maralinga. Lester was 
blinded by a nuclear test bomb in the 1950’s, 
presumably one of the Emu bombs. Both Emu 
and Maralinga were considered uninhabited 
at that time and the government gave no 
consideration for the aboriginal mobs who freely 
roamed these areas. 

HAVE YOU
HEARD ABOUT?

Olympic dam mine
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MARALINGA by Robert Terzi Continued...
Ceduna/Coffin Bay
(9th and 10th August 2017)

Our Maralinga host, Robin Matthews drove us 
to the airport for the flight to Ceduna. Winds were 
still strong, but this time in our favour. 

We hired a car and enjoyed a lovely drive 
along the Flinders Highway, listening to a Len 
Beadell audio book (a true hero of the outback), 
and stopping for lunch at the Streaky Bay Hotel. 
Our destination was a very sleepy Coffin Bay 
(named after a close friend of Matthew Flinders, 
Isaac Coffin). 

Port Augusta, Parachilna 
Back to Ceduna for a night and a few more 

games of cards at the Hotel. The next day was a 
short flight to Port Augusta followed by a drive to 
Parachilna, via Hawker and Quorn. The extent of 
the road kill along the Flinders ranges Highway 
was astonishing. We stayed at the Prairie Hotel at 
Parachilna, unsurprisingly renowned for its “road 
kill” menu. 

Parachilna to Bindara Homestead 
(12 August 2017)

A pleasant drive back to Port Augusta 
then back into PNP for the next leg to Bindara 
Homestead. 

Bindara is located on the Darling river, south 
of Menindee. Our host was the station owner, 
Barbara Arnold. The farm is off-grid and the 
accommodation consisted of basic but adequate 
cottages, as you would expect in the outback. 
Barbara cooked up the most magnificent 
campfire meal right on the banks of the Darling. 
It was one of those evenings when there was 
no where else you wanted to be. I would gladly 
recommend a stopover at Bindara on you next 
trip to these parts. 

13th August 2017
Back to Canberra the next day with a nice 

tale wind via Griffith for fuel. Maralinga may 
not feature at the top of many buckets lists but 
it certainly impressed our little crew. As with all 
Cessna 182 adventures, the journey is just as 
enjoyable as the destination. 

Coober Pedy via the Painted Hills

TL: Original gas runway lights. TR: Range Rover adapted to be sealed from radio active dust. BL: Vitrified desert 
sand resulting from the extreme heat generated by “Biak” – tower bomb. BR: Thorny Devil.

Tufi site from the air. Anchor points in deep concrete footings were located at the end of each radial.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? #29 by Greg THOM

Cessna 182K , VH-GAC. (18257749)

Imported  by Rex Aviation at 
Bankstown in late 1966 as 
part of a  batch of  new 1967 
182K’s,18257749 was factory 
registered in the U.S as VH-KOM.

It was re-assembled , along with 18257745 
(VH-KOI),18257746 (VH-KOJ), and 18257748 
(VH-KOL), which were all registered  together in 
late January 1967, ‘KOM  being destined for the 
Goulburn Aero Club.

A suitable registration change to VH-GAC/3 
was effected on July 13th 1967.The  shiny new 
182K replacing the club’s Cessna 172 VH-GAC/2, 
which was written off in late March 1966 after a 
landing accident .

The 172 had in turn replaced the club’s 
ageing  DH-82A, which was the original VH-
GAC, which was disposed of  in 1958 and re-
registered  VH-ASF. 

The Aero Club retained the services of  ‘KOM  
until  February  1970 when the aircraft was  
traded back to Rex Aviation at Bankstown.

After spending some four months in the sale 
yard,  Bob Hammond  of  Castlecrag , New South 
Wales purchased the aircraft and placed it ‘on 
line’ with Chieftain Aviation at Bankstown shortly 
after.

Fate stepped in early in the afternoon of  the 
14th of June 1971 when the aircraft, flown by 20 
year old Commercial Pilot, Geoff Helman was on 
downwind leg for Bankstown’s runway 18 on the 
return leg of a charter flight. In the busy circuit 
area, it was struck in mid-air by a Cessna 150F 
,VH-DFD, which was being piloted by 

Thomas Kievit. Though damaged, both 
aircraft remained controllable and subsequently 
landed with no injuries to the occupants of either 
machine.

Following repairs, ‘GAC operated uneventfully 
until  December 1975 when it  ‘went  west’  with 
Bob Twigg of Jerramungup, Western Australia.

In November 1978 the much-travelled  ‘GAC 
moved to the Northern Territory with  Paul Pringle 
of Alice Springs.

On the 17th of January 1980 when landing at 
a strip near Amata, in the Musgrave Ranges some 
300 kilometres south-west of Alice Springs, the 
aircraft was damaged when it encountered a 
willy-willy on touchdown, which picked it up and 
unceremoniously dumped it back on the ground. 

In February 1980 the aircraft was traded 
to Parafield Cessna  Dealer , Rossair, and by 
September the aircraft was at Loch, South 
Australia with Richard McLean.

In June 1985, still in South Australia, the 
aircraft changed hands  again, this time Adelaide 
lawyer Tom Blackburn was its proud owner.

In 1988 ‘GAC got a little closer to its’ original 
home when Tom moved  to  the Sydney suburb 
of Paddington to pursue his legal career with 
Garfield Barwick Chambers of Sydney.

In December 1993 Tom disposed of the 
aircraft to Alan McVinish  of  Cecil Plains in 
Queensland,the aircraft joining his stable of 
parachute platforms.

VH-GAC (18257749) in  factory Empress Blue and Velvet Black  at Port  Macquarie, NSW  in 1972.                                     Pic. John Streeter. 

VH-GAC  weathers the elements at Alice Springs in November 1979.        Pic : Author



In a typically “off the wall”  P/J. colour scheme . ‘GAC at  Hedlow , Q  in early  March 2002 .          Pic: Frank Schaefer.

George Canciani’s excellent  shot of  SFH departing  the Amberley Air Show  on October 5th 2008.

Twelve months later, the aircraft moved to 
Ballina New South Wales with Roger Spinks and 
his “Skydive Ballina” operation.

On the 10th of July 2004 the aircraft was 
on parachute operations out of Emu Park,south 
of Mackay Queensland, and was returning to 
the field following a successful drop when the 
engine began surging.

The pilot decided to expedite his 
approach,and made an intentional downwind 
landing on runway 34.

Unfortunately the aircraft overran the strip 
and ran through the perimeter fence sustaining 
substantial damage in the process.

It is normally about now that I write 
something to the effect  that  the aircraft was an 
insurance write-off and reduced to spares, but in 
this instance I am pleased to report that ‘GAC has 
risen, phoenix-like, from the ashes, albeit with 
a new identity, to resume passenger operations 
with the Southport Flying Club of Runaway 
Bay,Queensland.

Now registered VH-SFH she has never looked 
better, as our accompanying photo shows. Long 
may she fly.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? Continued...

Compiled by Greg THOM
g.thom@bigpond.com

Talk to me about YOUR Cessna!!

HERE IT IS!
VH – SFH AT SOUTHPORT 
FLYING CLUB 2018
In 2004 SFH was purchased by the 
Southport Flying Club and completely 
rebuilt by the club engineers.

In 2006 it was bought from the club by a 
syndicate of four members; Paul Bridges, Gary 
Spicer, Peter Murray and Roger Gardiner.

By 2008 ownership had passed to three other 
Southport Flying Club members. Two of them, 
Vince Rehbein and Mark Westcott are members 
of the Cessna 182 Association. This syndicate has 
continued to upgrade the aircraft with new interior 
fittings and a glass cockpit and it flies regularly 
around the country and to our Cessna 182 Fly-ins.

It is currently owned by Roy Hall, Vince 
Rehbein, Mark Westcott and Laurie Gillham and 
still based at SFC where this photo was taken.
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KELLETT’S CORNER
Two elderly ladies had been friends for decades. Over the years they had shared 
all kinds of activities and adventures. Lately, their activities had been limited to 
meeting a few times each week to play cards.
One day they were playing cards when one looked at the other and said,
“Now don’t get mad at me... I know we have been friends
for a long time... but I just can’t think of your name!
I’ve thought and thought, but I can’t remember it!
Please tell me what your name is.”
Her friend glared at her. For at least three minutes she just stared
and glared at her. Finally, she said, “So how soon do you need to know?”

COMING FLY-INS
TORRES STRAIT FLY-IN
13 – 17 SEPTEMBER
Over 60 members have booked to visit 
Torres Strait in September to witness 
THE WINDS OF ZENADTH CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL and visit Horn, Thursday and 
Friday Islands.

We will be delving into the war-time history, 
the local culture and the pearling industry of this 
area and enjoying the beautiful scenery of these 
islands.

Details of this fly-in appeared in the last edition 
of this newsletter and the following is some more 
important information.

On arrival at Horn Island you will be given your 
association lanyard. Please make sure you wear 
it on all excursions as proof of eligibility to travel 
in our group. You will notice a coloured sticker on 
your name tag. This indicates which group you 
are with as we have to divide up for some of the 
tours. Details will be in the program you receive 
on arrival.

On the ground at the Airport you will need 
to wear your Hi-Vis Vest and ASIC card. There 
is a regular bus service from the terminal to the 
wharf to catch the ferry to Thursday Island and 
then another bus that will take you to the Jardine 
Motel. Just show them your lanyard as proof of 
pre-payment.

We have been advised that it is best to try to 
avoid the RPT scheduled arrival periods (which 
currently are ETA 11.40, ETD 12.10 and the 
second flight ETA 1.40, ETD 2.10) as the terminal 
where we meet the bus is small and overcrowded 
during this time and the airport staff are usually 
quite busy. You could be delayed a bit waiting for 
the next bus and ferry trip.

On arrival we will direct you to the parking 
areas (one will be the grass area along the 
bitumen roadway to the west of the southern end 
of runway 32) which will be sorted out the day 
before arrival. You will need your own tie-downs. 
Refuelling is done by tanker. Airport staff will help 
with a vehicle to get us to the terminal.

We will send out more explicit details about 
approaches etc to the airstrip. There is traffic with 
local C208’s, Islanders and helicopters but no 
more so than a lot of the airstrips we use anyway.
If there are any changes we will advise everyone 
by email.

TAG-ALONG TO
TORRES STRAIT FLY-IN
Members heading for Torres Strait in 
September for our fly-in are reminded 
that Roger Toole has planned an 
interesting itinerary for his flight up to 
Horn Island and has invited interested 
people to join in for the full tour or to 
catch up for company along the way. A 
full outline of the plan has been sent to 
you all, but here is a broad overview of 
where he and Suzie will be staying along 
the way.
5 September.
Arrive Shute Harbour. Staying at Airlie Beach 
Motel. Phone:  07 49641999.

7 September.
Depart Shute Harbour to Cobbold Gorge via 
Charters Towers. Staying at Cobbold Gorge Village. 
Phone:  07 40625470.

9 September.
Depart Cobbold Gorge for Cooktown via 
Mareeba. Staying at Sovereign Resort Hotel. 
Phone: 07 40430500..

11 September.
Depart Cooktown for Weipa via Laura and 
Musgrave. Staying at Albatross Resort. Phone: 
07 40906666.

12 September.
Depart Weipa for Horn Island.

Please note that this arrival date is a day 
earlier than the official commencement 
of the fly-in so you will need to adjust 
your bookings accordingly if joining this 
group.

BATHURST FLY-IN 
12-15 APRIL 2019
John Bestwick is putting together an 
exciting visit to Bathurst for us next year.

Here is a brief overview of some of the 
highlights planned.

Rooms have been set aside for us at THE 
GOVERNOR MACQUARIE MOTOR INN, 12 Charlotte 
St, phone 02 6331 2211. Reservations can be 
made from now on if you want to get the room of 
your choice.

The Bathurst Aero Club is most happy to 
welcome us and facilitate our visit. We will spend 
Saturday exploring the famous Mayfield Garden 
and our Gala Dinner will be held at Abercrombie 
House.

On Sunday visits may arranged to The National 
Motor Racing and the Australian Fossil & Mineral 
Museums. 

Detailed information will be sent out at a later 
date when all bookings are finalised.



ROGER TOOLE
I was born in Melbourne in 1946 and first 
started flying aged 17 but quickly ran out 
of money.

My second attempt was at age 24. I had a 
little more money but by then also had a wife, two 
children , a mortgage and little spare time!

We moved from Melbourne to Tungamull, 
Central Queensland, in 1978, and started an 
Equipment Hire business which involved a lot of 
travelling throughout Queensland, so it seemed 
like a good idea to complete my flying training. 
This I did in the early 80s at  Maroochydore and 
have enjoyed flying for business and pleasure ever 
since.

I am now semi retired and breeding Red 
Brahman cattle on my property , Mill Iron at 
Tungamull  (YMIO on Rocky WAC and VTC). I still 
fly as often as I can for business and pleasure. 

 I still have the same wife (of  fifty years) and 
fly the same trusty Cessna 182P  VH-DGC  (Damn 
Good Cessna).

I am a member of the North Queensland 
RAPAC (Regional Airspace and Procedures 
Advisory Committee) and enjoy the opportunity to 
participate in CASA policy decisions.

I have been a member of the Cessna 182 
Association since 2004 when we enjoyed our first 
Fly In to Wynyard, Tasmania in March of that year. 
We continue to look forward to the twice yearly get 
-togethers with a great group of friends.

Roger Toole

CHRIS HIRST
Born and live in the Newcastle area, 
I obtained my Electrical Engineering 
Degree and worked at BHP Steel works 
for nine years. During this time I achieved 
A Grade level of Road Racing but my 
passion was always flying.

I took up training in an Ultralight (Thruster 
Gemini) then wanted to be an instructor, however 
in the early days one had to start with a PPL. I 
challenged CASA and proceeded to pass all the 
requirements then moved on to form a Flying 
School at Cooranbong (a licensed airfield) as the 
Ultralight CFI. We required radios, however then 
Ultralights were not approved to carry radios, 

so CASA appointed the call sign VH-JXN to me 
personally. (Now they carry full Nav. & Comm. 
Equipment with their own call signs).

The next step was to go for my General 
Aviation (GA) PPL. After 1 hour of flying a C152, 
I past the flight exam, officially however, I had to 
start from scratch without accepting any Ultralight 
flying. (now accepted 20hrs off GA flight training).

Officially in the early days Ultralights were not 
allowed over 500feet, over towns, into controlled 
airspace etc. so on a trip from Cooranbong to 
Holbrook, NSW, we had to fly over the Blue 
Mountains at the back of Richmond with all radio 
calls etc. via dead reckoning, map crawling etc. 
When we arrived, the CASA officer congratulated 
us on a fine trip as we were being monitored every 
step of the way!

The next step was to get an Unrestricted PPL 
where I had the pleasure to fly a C182. After 
pushing the C182 to fly at its limits with a local 
CFI at Royal Newcastle Aero Club, I fell in love with 

them. Many years later (07/2006) I purchased VH-
AOK, obtained my night VFR rating and have been 
enjoying it ever since. I joined the C182 Club at the 
Broken Hill fly in and we have tried to make every 
fly-in since. I hope that I can contribute to maintain 
the success of this great organisation as all the 
previous committee members have already done.

I still own a “Hunter 914” Ultralight 115hp 
turbo, variable pitch prop that climbs, manoeuvres 
like a home sick angel which is great for strong, 
safe and low cost fun flying. I am now semi-
retired after selling my business after 35 years, 
I still teach flying with an RAA Senior Instructor 
rating from Cessnock and intend to do it as long 
as possible. 

Safe flying and remember the three most 
useless things to a pilot. 

The Runway behind you, the Sky above you 
and Air in the Fuel tanks.

Cheers,
Chris HIRST B.Eng.
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NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee Member Roger Tool

“Hunter 914” Ultralight 115hp turbo

Committee Member Chris Hirst
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GREG SAAL
Born in Pittsworth on the Darling Downs 
on the 20th March 1954, I was the second 
of eight children.  I did primary school at 
the little Brookstead School and went to 
Brisbane Boys College for my secondary 
schooling.

 After twelve months of doing agriculture at 
Gatton College I went back home to help on the 
family farm.   My grandfather started farming on 
the Darling Downs in 1918 and the family grew 
the farming business from there.

In 1974, Gaye and I were married and 
we bought 640 acres of our own, had three 
children and a large mortgage.  Eventually we 
went back into the family business and moved 
to Goondiwindi, but the call of the north saw us 
go out on our own again and we moved to and 
bought a block at Clermont in 1980.  

My love of flying started as a young child, 
dreaming of becoming an ag pilot, however 
circumstances didn’t allow that dream to be 
fulfilled.  Probably just as well, as my daring 
nature may have got me into trouble!! 

Whilst waiting for Gaye to do some shopping 
in Mackay one day, I went out to the airport and 
started talking to Rex Laver at his flying school.  
He suggested we go for a fly and from that 
moment, I was hooked.

Between working the farm I found time to do 
flying lessons in Mackay and achieved my PPL in 

1990.  However we were in the grip of a drought 
and had kids going to boarding school, high 
interest rates, etc. etc., so the dream of owning 
my own plane and flying was put aside.  

After picking up a Sports Aviation magazine 
in late 2008, I decided that I could probably 
afford to buy a Jabiru, so on the 10th February 
2009 I went to Bundaberg to start helping in the 
building of a 430.  Whilst the 430 was a good 
little plane, I found that it couldn’t carry enough 
on our trips to Mackay.  The Cessna 182 RG that 
I have now, came up for sale, so I decided that 
would be perfect for our needs and I bought that 
in May 2012.  I sold the Jabiru in July that year, 
but found out later on that it was totally wrecked 
in an accident.  

Joining the 182 Association has been a 
wonderful experience and we have met so many 
people, and had the pleasure of going on many 
trips with this great group.  Exchanging flying 
knowledge has broadened my horizons and Gaye 
and I love the friendships we have gained.

Greg Saal

Committee Member Greg Saal

Vale Sandra Southwell
It is with deep regret that we acknowledge the 
passing of Sandra as a result of an accident at a 
private airstrip in north east Tasmania. Sandra’s 
partner Barry Brandsen is being treated for 
injuries in Launceston General Hospital and is 
expected to make a full recovery.

Sandra was a passionate aviator.  She learnt to fly in 
her early fifties with Chris Cabot at Wagga Wagga, gaining 
her unrestricted licence. Having experienced the joy of 
flight she encouraged Barry to gain his licence. They then 
immediately set off on a journey around Australia in a 
Tecnam - no small feat.

They graduated from the Tecnam to a Cessna 172 then 
a 182 Skylane.  Sandie obtained her Command Instrument 
Rating in 2016 accomplished with Steve Pearce.

Sandie spent much of her time promoting aviation.  She 
was National Vice President and Past Tasmanian President 
of the Australian Women Pilots’ Association. She worked 
tirelessly to promote the Association from the day she joined 
and was always a positive influence.

She was an active member of the Cessna 182 Association 
of Australia Inc. and Sandie and Barry organised the highly 
successful 2016 four-day Fly-In to The Vale near their home 
town of Sheffield.  In 2017 Barry was elected to the Committee 
of the 182 Association and Sandie accompanied him to 
Committee meetings where she made a valuable contribution.

Their passion for aviation took them to all corners of 
the country and to a wide range of airstrips.  Such was her 
enjoyment for flying Sandie accumulated around 1500 hours 
at the controls.

Her aviation friends will remember Sandie for her friendship 
and generosity. Her engaging and vibrant personality has 
enhanced all our lives.  In the words of the AWPA National 
President “If she were here she would tell us to cheer up, smile 
and remember all of the great memories we shared.”

Contributed by Peter Jones at the time of the accident.
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Join the Cessna 182 Association of Australia
JoINING US - It’s easy!

Just download the 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION at

 www.cessna182.org.au   
Cost is just $120 for 3 years,

and if your partner would also like to join as 
a full member, just pay another $30!

Contact Details: 
Lawrie Donoghue,  

9 Pebble Beach Drive, Dubbo, 2830
Email: secretary@cessna182.org.au

Also take a look at the Cessna Pilots Association 
of Australia to find out what is happening: 

www.cessnapilotsassociationofaustralia.org.au

eACh YeAr eNJoY:
A Fly-in in Autumn and Spring
Two Newsletters with News, Events, 
History etc
Incredible friendships with 
like minded people
Something different for everyone 
all over Australia  

MERCHANDISE
White polo shirts and
navy reversible vests are 
available for men and women.
Hats & caps are also on sale.
Please check our website for details or contact:
Lesley Lewis on 0411 263 422 or
Jenny Bate on 0427 844 097.
Some items from our old stock are
still available. Please ask for details.

edITorS NoTe
In order to keep Members informed of happenings 
within our Association I need input from you, the 
Members. 

If you have been somewhere, or had a grandchild, 
or gone bald, or some modifications to your C182, 
anything about you and your family, these all help to 
make the Newsletter interesting.  

I am constantly on the lookout for things to include, 
hence the occasional article on a subject outside 
aviation. Your help please.

ThANKS! As always we are totally indebted to John Weston and his team, including magazine designer
Donald Keys, for the final layout of this Newsletter and its absolutely superb reproduction.

Andrew & Jane Hogarth, Bruce & Margaret Church, David Curtain, Peter Jenkins, Paul & Susan Goodman,
Geoff & Sue Morris, Anthony Human, Gabriela Orford, Peter & Alison Jones, Lesley & Frank Lewis, Rosemary & Andy Lott,

Jim Mullins, Wyn Purt, Bill & Jennifer O’Brien, Brian Shadler, Noella & Ian Spicer, John Stuart,
Susan & Roger Toole, John & Mary-Lee Wiggers, Brian Harvey, Michael & Jeanette Propsting, Leedham & Judy Walker,

Max Paine, Jenny & Ross Bate, Chris Hirst, Ruth Linstrom, Joanne Neil, John Bestwick,
Cliff & Caroline Princehorn, Brian White, John Wilson, Greg & Gaye Saal, Denise & Ian Thomason,

Trevor & Dianne Corlett, Michael & Sue Egan.
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Frank Lewis - President

Andrew Hogarth - Secretary

Robert Terzi - Vice President


