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Already half way through 2010. Our fly-in to 
Arkaroola turned out to be another very enjoyable 
and successful gathering of our Friendship, Fun 
and Fellowship Association, but sadly quite a 
few were unable to get there. The Queensland 
cyclones and resulting floods, some engine 
related problems and the like all confirms that the 
age old “Murphy” is alive and well. (No reference 
to Noel)

Our thanks to Andrew Lott for making the 
arrangements with Margaret and Doug Sprigg, 
which culminated in such a great event. Photos 
and other articles in the Newsletter bear testament 
to this.

It was also the occasion of our AGM and I have 
to say how very honoured I am to be asked to chair 
our Association again for the current year. Armin, 
having been Secretary/Treasurer for the past two 
years, stood down, and Peter Jones accepted the 
position. Our sincere thanks to you Armin, for your 
work, from all Association Members.

The Committee gained two new members, 
Peter Jones, as mentioned above and Greg Cox 
replaces Chris Hirst, who resigned in January to 
concentrate on rebuilding his business destroyed 
by fire in January this year. Neil Davis rejoins 
us again after a couple of years, so WELCOME 
ALL. Our thanks as always to John Weston and 
Westonprint for the production of this great 
Newsletter, and to our Editor Andrew Mladen.

The program for our Spring Fly-in on 
September 10, 11, 12 at CESSNOCK in the 
HUNTER VALLEY is just about finalised, and in 
response to suggestions at our AGM, we are 

planning on a morning flying activity for the 
Sunday. The plan is a flight of about one hour 
duration around the Hunter Valley where you will 
see at close range the enormous open cut coal 
mines, the squillion dollar horse studs and the 
vineyards all scattered around  the Hunter River. 
A fun question sheet will keep passengers alert 
for answers, and we intend to land at LUSKINTYRE 
grass strip for morning tea and an inspection of 
the well known TIGER MOTH Repair and Rebuild 
Facility owned by Frank Williams. The return to 
Cessnock is just ten minutes flight and there the 
HUNTER RECREATIONAL FLYING CLUB will provide 
us a B-B-Q lunch.

Also as an option for those interested, 
Cessnock is big on BALLOON FLIGHTS and 
these can be had early morning (sunrise) with 
a Champagne Breakfast to follow. Look up 
BALLOONS ALOFT on the internet.

Our AUTUMN 2011 fly-in is planned for April 
1, 2 and 3 and we have chosen PORT LINCOLN 
in South Australia as the destination. Preliminary 
planning is underway with Neil Davis as our local 
member.

Also SPRING 2011 Fly-in will be at 
ROCKHAMPTON on SEPTEMBER 9, 10 and 11, 
(this is Roger Toole’s territory), so mark these 
dates on your calendar.

You will have received Emails from Secretary 
Peter regarding membership renewals. We are 
introducing a more streamlined recording system, 
and this will result in all members receiving the 
appropriate information at the right time, and help 
to keep email addresses current. It is no mean 

effort to ensure all members are contacted with 
current information.

We still have a number of Anniversary Glasses 
unclaimed. We are proposing that they be taken 
to the Cessnock Hunter Valley Fly-in, and those 
remaining unclaimed will be distributed to the Fly-
in attendees.

For Association Merchandise, you will shortly 
see available items displayed on our WEBSITE. 
These can be ordered (and paid for) at the Fly-
in and will be available at the following Fly-in for 
collection.

Your Committee is constantly working on ideas 
to improve our Association and our activities, so 
if you have any suggestions please contact any 
of the members or myself. We would love to hear 
from you.

Also if you undertake any special trips or 
visit somewhere you think may be of interest to 
members, please send 
some detail and photos 
to our Editor for inclusion 
in the Newsletter. 
Doesn’t have to be in 
Australia. I look forward 
to catching up with you 
all in September.

the President’s Corner

Trevor Corlett

FROM THE EDITOR
Thank you to each and every person who has 
generously contributed articles and photographs to 
this Newsletter.  If you would like any particular topic 
included in future Newsletters, please let me know.

ARKAROOLA AUTUMN FLY-IN FULL STORY PAGE 6
ARKAROOlA ATTENDEES
John Bestwick (BWK), Tim Brooks (PUF), Robert and Mary Collins (KDZ), Trevor and 
Dianne Corlett (REO), Chris and Maree Crockett (KEI), Dave and Jenny Curtin (WFA), 
Neil Davis (DOO), Barry Dean with Kay Pemberton Narelle Nicholson and Pauleen 
Jones (IEG), Lance, Jan and Debra Grant, (TLC), Chris Hurst and  John and Bev Sipple 
(AOK),  Russel Hicks and Sylvia Kappl (JIK), Anthony Human (NSL), Allan Kellett and 
Lyle Lawson (ATT), Frank and Johanna Kuypers (CYB),  Alwyn and Jenny Rogash (JTY), 
Shelley and Peter Ross (BMX), Gunhild and Armin Sickinger (SNE), Ian Spicer (PGC), 
Colin Stanfield and Karen Briggs (WLN), John Stuart(), Ian and Denise Thomason, (EUI), 
Roger and Susan Toole (DGC).This list may be incomplete.
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Your committee members met in February, at Ballina, NSW.
Items dealt with were:

•	 Correspondence 

•	 Financial status finds the club finances in very good health.  
Discussions were undertaken as to how to return some of this windfall 
to our members.

•	 Membership status is now 111 paid up members

•	 Andrew Lott presented the final details for the Arkaroola Fly-in

•	 President Trevor called for suggestions for the Spring 2010 Fly-in.  
After some discussion the venue decided was Cessnock in the Hunter 
Valley of N.S.W.

•	 Other suggestions for future fly-ins were, Port Lincoln S.A., Rockhampton, 
QLD, Flinders Island, TAS, and Adell’s Grove, North QLD.

•	 Other general business
Your committee met at Cessnock in May. Items dealt with were circulated to all 
members by Secretary Peter.

Next Committee meeting 12 September 2010 at Cessnock, N.S.W.

NOTES FROM THE COMMITTEE

 

Your committee works hard to give you interesting places to 
see and things to do, but if you have a great idea, please speak 
to one of the committee, contacts listed in this newsletter, 
because your idea may not have been thought of yet!

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Three committee members retired at the last AGM, and replacements  
elected were:

•	 Peter Jones, Secretary Treasurer

•	 Neil Davis, Committee

•	 Greg Cox, Committee.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER PROFILE
GREG COX
Born Newcastle 24 January 1948

Joined the Association in May 
2006 for the autumn fly-in to Alice 
Springs.

My interest in aviation 
started while attending school at 
Broadmeadow, NSW that was then 
the home of the Royal Newcastle 
Aero Club. After secondary school 
my family moved to Tamworth where I completed an apprenticeship in the 
building industry, in 1968 I commenced flying training. 

My commercial flying career included GA operations in Aust. PNG and 
the Middle East, almost thirty years of Corporate and Airline operations in 
Australia, PNG and South East Asia. In between all of this I managed to 
marry and have a son and daughter.

Retiring in June 2007 the wheel has turned full circle so be it a C172, 
C182, or C206 flying to various fly-ins is indeed a pleasure. (For the 
record I don’t own three Cessna’s just have access to them)

In addition to the C182 Association other interests include membership 
and VP of the Armidale Aero Club, which also hold regular fly-ins. 

Greg looks forward to representing you on the C182 Committee.

PETER JONES SECRETARY TREASURER
I can’t really remember when I first had that boyhood urge to fly, but it is 

one of my first memories.  So I joined the Air Training Corp in year 7, won a 
scholarship and went solo at Western Junction on a Chipmunk on Xmas Eve 
1964 (Student Pilot Licence #30226), and my PPL 3 weeks later (#16008). 
In 1966 I came to Sydney on a Qantas Cadetship and completed my CPL 
(#6518), aerobatic training, and Multi engine CIR and in theory ATP/Flight 
Navigator‘s Licence.  

Then followed a most enjoyable 15 months instructing at the Schutt 
Flying Academy at Moorabbin, where I managed 900 hours in 12 months, a 
Grade 2 Instructor Rating and SCPL/ATPL (#1186).  

But the best part of my Melbourne life was meeting Alison, who still 
puts up with me and my flying peccadilloes.  This was followed a career 
in Qantas; a stint on DC3s, then B707, HS125, B747 Classic, and finally 
command on B767 and B747-400.  

I retired from Qantas in 2007 after 40 years of flying and I’m now chief 
executive/executive general manager and chief pilot of JoneStar (Alison 
holds all other executive positions),  a cut throat non fly by night operator 
with a fleet of one C-182, and which from time to time conducts  Angel 
Flights.  

I occasionally (lately it’s been frequently) moonlight as Secretary/
Treasurer of our Association.  Alison & I have2 children (Ian, who also flies, 
and Debbie), a wonderful daughter in law, and two gorgeous granddaughters.

We both really enjoy the camaraderie of the 182 Association and look 
forward to catching up with everyone at Cessnock.
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APPLYING AN STC (SUPPLEMENTAL TYPE CERTFICATE) 

A
t the last annual inspection on 
our R182, my lAME, who is a 
fairly relaxed sort of fellow, said 
to me that maybe I should try and 
do some research on the legality 

of flying behind an engine that was past 
the calendar time recommended before an 
overhaul. We are all aware that CASA will allow 
aircraft registered in the private category to 
continue flying past the recommended hours 
before overhaul.  

CASA has documented what is required for you 
to continue to operate your engine “on condition” 
past the Time Before Overhaul (TBO).  This is 
pretty straight forward and as long as your engine 
meets the criteria, you can fly.  Now, CASA also 
has documented recommendations for engine 
inspections for engines past their calendar time.  
These spell out what inspections to do and the 
sorts of signs that may require further examination.  
What the document does not do, is to prevent you 
from flying an engine that is past calendar time, 
although, it does not allow flight either.  So where 
do we as pilots and maintainers stand on this issue?  
Enquiries to the CASA Airworthiness Office referred 
us to the engine manufacturer’s recommendations.  
But recommendations are not law are they? CASA is 
non-committal about going against manufacturer’s 
recommendations.

I take the matter up with those helpful members 
of the Cessna Pilot’s Association Forum.  It seems 
there is no law to prevent you going past the 
calendar time, but also there was no “on condition” 
status either.  Anyway, nobody runs out of calendar 
time before TBO do they?  When I report back to 
my LAME that I can’t find any regulation to prevent 
flying past calendar time, he wants to know what I 
found out about allowing flight.  Well nothing really, 
except we are to be guided by manufacturer’s 
recommendations. I am afraid that seals the deal.  
He strongly recommends that we start thinking 
about our options to replace the engine, even 
though I still have nearly 300 hours TBO, but it is 14 
years since the last overhaul.

Back to the Forum and here I am led to a website 
for Alamo Aerospace who have an STC for a fuel 
injected engine upgrade to 260 horsepower.  A 
check with local engine and propeller suppliers 
confirms that the STC is an economic alternative as 
the new price locally is way above the STC price.  
I contact the owner at Alamo Aerospace with the 
question about exporting the engine to Australia.  
His reply was “never done it, will check”. Some days 
later he contacts me to say that it would be possible.  
After a bit more research, a bit of financial juggling 
and a long discussion with the man who started all 
this, the LAME, I place the order.

My luck holds as the Australian US exchange rate 
is 93cents.  A new engine is ordered from Lycoming 
and will take about one month to be ready.  A new 

3 blade McCauley propeller is also ordered.  Alamo 
Aerospace put together the installation kit and all 
these goods are collected and dispatched to Long 
Beach, California for packing into a container. I get 
a quick lesson in shipping terminology when asked 
if my shipment is FCL or LCL. What’s FCL? Full 
container load!  What’s LCL? Less than container 
load, of course!

Six weeks after placing the order, the container 
vessel Cap Bon leaves the USA headed for Auckland 
NZ, then Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane.  Three 
more weeks and the container with my goods is 
offloaded at Port Botany as the ship will return to 
the USA and not go to Brisbane.  Another ship, en-
route from Yokohama to Melbourne and Sydney 
will collect the container and ship it to Brisbane.  
Another week’s wait. Thank goodness we have 
progressed from the age of sail.

Landing the container in port is not the end 
of the story.  Numerous fees are levied for wharf 
charges, quarantine clearances, local transportation, 
container un-loading and the list goes on. After 
another week the goods are finally released to me.  
I arrange to pick up the four crates in my ute. This 

involves an early morning drive to Brisbane to outwit 
the peak-hour traffic.

The new 3 blade propeller is packed into a 
strange star shaped crate.  No matter how we 
orientate it, one leg sticks out on a strange angle.  
The journey home is highlighted by numerous 
well-meaning people trying to indicate to me that 
I am losing a box off the back of my truck.  Some 
blow their horns, many gesticulate and mouth 
incomprehensible words.  At a set of traffic lights, 
one young chap yells out “Your propeller is about to 
fall off mate”. Hmmmm. I don’t think I ever want to 
hear that statement again!

Back at the workshop the old engine and 
propeller have been removed and the tedious 
job of inspecting and repairing the engine baffles 
begins.  Some baffles have rubbed against the 
cylinders for so long they have worn through and 
new ones are fabricated.  The exhaust system 
has undergone a thorough examination and a few 
cracks repaired.  The oil cooler and alternator are 
sent off for overhaul.  The engine mount is minutely 
inspected and painted.  Old wiring is replaced and 
spiral-wrapped. 

Wayne, my long-suffering LAME, insists we 
unload and un-pack all the crates to ensure every 
thing is there and that there is no damage.  The 
engine is lifted from it’s foam filled crate and looks 
great in it’s battleship grey paint.  I don’t think I have 
ever seen a new engine before.  Other crates have 
the propeller, spinner, hose kits, brackets, bolts and 



hardware, gauges and wiring, and of course, the 

ever important paperwork.  All accounted for.

Jack Sledge, the owner of the STC, has 

anticipated the arrival of our goods and has his first 

of many telephone conversations with my LAME.  He 

is able to give Wayne a few tips to help make the 

installation run smoothly. Wayne and his assistant 

start the installation process and at the end of 

the second week, the new engine is bolted in, all 

controls have been re-routed and fixed in place, the 

wiring has been tidied up and most of the baffles are 

in their new locations.  The huge pile of new parts 

is quite depleted. The alternator is back and looking 

brand new and the propeller is removed from it’s 

packing crate.  Last thing Friday, Wayne tells me “it 

should be running next week”.  I am looking forward 

to that moment.

Next week and I find a few more things to delay 

the expected, as some very minor modifications are 

required for baffles etc.  Then the new propeller is 

attached and the aircraft looks like it wants to be 

part of the action.  The polished spinner is just raring 

to take the plane into the blue. At the end of the 

week a chap brings in a myriad of ramps, boxes, 

leads, plumb-bobs and scales to perform the mystic 

ritual of weighing the aircraft.  There is no existing 

load data sheet in the Flight Manual, so a phone call 

to CASA to obtain the latest copy is made.  The nice 

lady at CASA is very busy and it will take a few days 

to get the copy.  By the end of the week the paper-

work has been completed.

Friday morning is designated as the morning for 

the first test flight. A 200ft cloud base with light rain 

has set in just to test our patience.  By mid morning 

the fog has lifted enough for VFR conditions and I’m 

off for the first flight at 9.30am.  The plan is to do 

two laps around the field at 4000ft and then return 

for a quick check under the cowls before venturing 

off again for the first hour of engine break-in.  With 

a minimal time spent on run-ups I line up for the 

first take-off.  The aircraft accelerates with a definite 

push-back into the seat.  In next to no time flying 

speed is reached and the plane heads up at over 

1000ft per minute climb rate. At an indicated 

150knots I tear around the airfield environs trying 

to check temps and pressures before joining cross-

wind to land again.  A check for any loose items, oil 

leaks and other discrepancies indicates that I am 

cleared to go off and carry out the first hour of the 

break-in procedure.

Again that great take-off exhilaration but at 500 

feet I notice the new manifold pressure gauge is 

stuck on 15 inches and doesn’t move with throttle 

movements.  This makes it impossible to carry 

out the procedures as fairly precise horsepower 

settings are required.  So back to the workshop 

were a methodical trouble shoot pinpoints a faulty 

manifold pressure gauge.  Out with the seats and 

the instrument panel, and remove the faulty culprit. 

Wayne is off to do the rounds of the other 

workshops on the field to see if anyone has a gauge 

we can borrow.  On his last stop the Chief Engineer 

at this shop has some instrument repair experience 

and he asks Wayne, “Have you tried adjusting the 

dampener screw?” Well that was certainly worth a 

try because, after the minutest adjustment of the 

screw, Wayne is able to make the needle move by 

sucking on the line.  Everything is re-assembled and 

I am ready to go again. Now I am held up at the fuel 

bowser as two twins ahead of me take on mega-

litres of avgas. 

This third take-off with a full load of fuel is only 

marginally less spectacular. Maybe I’m getting 

used to it.  Up to 4000 feet and, not straying more 

than 10 miles from home, using the recommended 

Lycoming adjustments, I while away the afternoon 

running at 75% power.  Everybody on the field is 

leaving to go home so I decide that the second hour 

of break-in will be conducted the next morning.

Next morning is clear and still.  The break-in 

process continues with alternating power settings 

etc.  The last 30 minutes are a wild ride at full throttle, 

2700rpm and full rich. KKV is rocketing along at a 

TAS of 165Kts.  The under cowl inspection finds no oil 

leaks or other discrepancies, so I am confident enough 

to take her cross country for the first time. A 70 minute 

trip west to Roma gives me plenty of time to learn 

about fuel flow settings, % power settings and leaning.  

After an un-eventful arrival, the mandatory under cowl 

inspection and the return journey finishes the same as 

the out-bound. No problems encountered.  I think that 

KKV is all set to take us to any part of our country that 

we wish to visit.  Too bad this is the same week-end 

as the Arkaroola Fly-in.

The workshop fellows were very impressed 

with the installation kit.  They did an excellent job of 

translating engineer Jack Sledge’s idea into a going 

concern.  They were also impressed with his level of 

support. I am most impressed with the performance 

of the engine and propeller combination.  There is a 

slight increase in cruise speed, but the take-off and 

climb are a vast improvement.  Climb rates, from our 

2000 foot altitude airfield are in the order of 1000 

to1500 feet per minute. Most important of all, this 

engine will see out the rest of my flying days.

If you have a Cessna R182, and maybe it’s time 

to think about an engine change, I would strongly 

recommend this upgrade.  Catch up with me at the 

next fly-in and I will be proud to show you my new 

pride and joy.  In the mean-time, check out the facts 

at www.alamoaerospace.com/182RG.htm
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ELECTION 
OF OFFICE 

BEARERS AT 
ARKAROOLA 

AGM
President

Trevor Corlett

Vice President
Andy Lott

               Committee 
Neil Davis

John Bestwick
Roger Toole

Chris Crockett
Russell Skerritt
Ian Thomason

Greg Cox
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ARAKOOLA — GEOLOGICAL WONDERLAND 

Arkaroola:  
C182 Association  

22nd Fly-In  
March 26– 28 2010  

F or years the idea of going to Arkaroola has 
been trotted out by various committees, only 
to be seen as dubious considering the amount 

of planes and people that need to be catered for.  
Thanks to Andy Lott who with several priors, 

visits to Arkaroola that is, knew the set up well 
and helped make it all come together for the 31 
aircraft and 74 people who made it.  We could 
easily have had more.  Let me say Doug Sprigg 
had been strongly urging us to come and visit for 
years.  Doug, his sister Margaret and the staff made 
us truly welcome and ensured a great time. Many 
thanks to you all.

Russ and I flew to YARK after a night out in 
Mildura....bit of R&R between life and the flyin...
which made an easy fly on the Friday via Broken Hill 
to YARK.  Bumped into the Tasmanian contingent in 
the morning at YMIA and flew up together.  Got a 
nice view of WWB in flight as it zipped past us....
those pick me up wheels do make a difference.

Arrival at YARK was not unusual for us.  A gravel 
runway with a kink in it reminded us of our home 
base YCEM before it got straightened.  The flakey 
wind made for a speedy/interesting landing, but 
nothing our seasoned pilots couldn’t handle.

Stress did mount though when it was realised 
that SAR could not be cancelled, either at 6000 
ft or on the ground as there was no VHF/phone 
reception.  Roger Toole and his sat phone saved the 
day.  With hindsight, WWB and JIK could have been 
each others SARtime or if you are traveling alone, 
leave plenty of time to get back to a land line.

Friday night was a fabulous BBQ and lots of 
catching up with old friends and meeting new 
members.  One of the highlights of Arkaroola is the 
Ridgetop Tour which had been organised for all of us 
to do. A ballot for morning vs afternoon ridge tours, 
sorted out the morning people from the night owls. 

The 4-hour Ridgetop Tour showcases the magic 
of the Northern Flinders Ranges and is a must see 
experience at Arkaroola.  It covers some very rugged 
terrain and Ben our driver thought that as we were 
light aircraft people we would be used to bouncing 
around.  I remember commenting that I preferred 
my aerobatics at 3000 ft not ground level.  We all 
got very close during that trip, especially on the 
steep ups and downs.

Ridge tour was spectacular.  Scenery was 
complimented by a narrative by our drivers and 
at each stop by a fascinating talk by Doug...this 

man is a wealth of geological, historical, botanical, 
mining,....knowledge ...which he shared with 
enthusiasm.  At the end of the track was Sillers 
Lookout where we were rewarded with a stunning 
360 degree panorama and some great lamingtons.

Saturday evening saw our “formal” dinner which 
really was exceptional for the remoteness of the area 
and the amount of people being catered for.  We 
gathered in a lovely outdoor area, where we could 
enjoy each other’s company and have the odd drink 
or two.  I understand they got in extra provisions of 
wine just for us.  Our reputation of a drinking club 
with a flying problem preceded us.

Sunday morning after the AGM, Andrew Denier 
from Riverina Air Motive presented a technical 
talk centred around the leaning of aircraft.  This 
produced a lively discussion between those that 
lean rich vs lean of peak.  Jury’s still out on that one.

Sunday afternoon for those of us who stayed 
had a chance to sit around and soak up the serenity 
which is Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

If you didn’t make it to the flyin do consider 
going to visit and saying hi to Doug and Margaret 
some time soon.  You will be made very welcome.

by Sylvia Kappl
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Cessna 182H , VH-PLF. (18256637)

No. 14

Built by Cessna in 1965, 182H  serial number 
18256637 was allocated the U.S registration  N8537S 
which was not taken up, as the aircraft was destined 
for Australia part of a batch imported by Miles Kings’ 
Rex Aviation at Bankstown. 18256637 was the 793rd 
production machine  of  a total of eight hundred and forty  
produced (serial numbers 18255845 to 18256684) at 
Wichita in 1964 and 1965, and one of  only thirty five 
182H’s imported  into Australia principally between late 
1965 and early 1966. All but two airframes arrived in 
Australia basically during the ’65 model year, the two 
exceptions being VH-EJW (18256301) which arrived 
in September 1973 , and VH-LQZ (18256631) which 
curiously was imported in  mid 1991.

Papa Lima Foxtrot was imported by  Rex Aviation for  
Masling Aviation of Cootamundra and after assembly it 
was registered  to them on April 4th 1966. 

The aircraft was factory registered by Cessna using 
one of a special block of registrations issued by the then 
Department of Civil Aviation to Rex, specifically for bulk 
importation of aircraft.  

In the case of the 182H , registrations from the 
following blocks had been allocated :

 VH-DN_, VH-DO_, VH-PK_ , VH-PL_, and VH-PQ_.
Early the following month the aircraft was registered 

to I.M. Harris of Corryong , New South Wales and 
remained with him until March 1968 when ownership 
was transferred to Pestco P/L.,  of Chatswood which 
later  became  W.A. Flick and Co.

Flick disposed of the aircraft to Ian Martin of Pennant 
Hills in January 1971.

Mr Martin sold the aircraft to Ray Manning of The 
Junction, New South Wales in May 1980. Some six 
months later the aircraft was sold to Canberra based 
FBO , Aerotechnics. (It is possible that the aircraft 
sustained storm damage after purchase by Mr. 
Manning.)

In February 1981 the aircraft was again sold, this 

time to Liverpool based Bolitho Pastoral Co., but again, 
a mere ten months later was back with Aerotechnics.

Aerotechnics have rebuilt many a damaged aircraft 
over the years and though official C.A.S.A. records show 
no accident or incident events around this time, it is a  
possibility that the aircraft was again storm damaged.

In April 1982 the aircraft was presumably airworthy 
again ,and was sold to Geoff Page of Casey, in the  A.C.T.

In January 1984 the aircraft moved to nearby 
Nimmitabel with Jim Jardine.

November 1984 saw the aircraft on the move 
again, this time to Queensland with Les Brown of Dalby. 
On March 2nd 1985 the aircraft was to suffer its first 
damage when it heavy landed at it’s Dalby base, closely  
followed in May by another heavy landing, this time at  
Roma.

In June 1988 the aircraft moved back to New South 
Wales with George Weston of Edgecliff.  Mr. Weston 
moved to Melbourne in July 1989 and ‘PLF of course 

followed suit.
In March 1992 the inevitable occurred when ‘PLF 

was purchased by Leslie Facer of the Melbourne suburb 
of Geelong joining his stable of parachute platforms.

Sadly, as often happens in the high risk operating 
environment of sports parachuting , fate was waiting in 
the wings, and on November 3rd 1996 while landing  
after despatching parachutists at Bridgewater, Victoria, 
the aircraft overran the strip after a poorly executed 
landing . It careered through the boundary fence, 
crossed a road and overturned.

It was considered uneconomical to repair, was 
disassembled and trucked to Melbournes’ Moorabbin 
Airport. It was noted at Lester Wises’ Air Wreck facility 
later that year.

LIST OF COMMITTEE CONTACTS
President Trevor Corlett 0400 732 022
Vice President Andrew Lott 0428 484 926
Secretary/Treasurer/Membership Peter Jones 0423 454 422 pajones@pobox.com
Committee Member Russell Skerritt cleveden@gmail.com
Committee Member Greg Cox 02 6778 4045 0417 676 723
Committee Member Ian Thomason 07 4954 9919 i.denise@bigpond.net.au
Committee Member Roger Toole 0407 582 829
Committee Member Neil Davis 08 8278 2500
Committee Member John Bestwick 02 6337 5757
Newsletter Editor Andrew Mladen 0408 878 942 andrew@toowoombadoors.com.au
Immediate Past President Ceri Bartlett 0448 448 316
Past President Russell Hicks 0419 590 266
Past President Dick English 07 4655 4938
Past President Sylvia Kappl 0419 521 431
Past President Tim Brooks 0429 990 954
Past President/CPAA Rep Garth Bartlett 02 4294 9345
Historian Greg Thom 03 9744 1941

INTERESTING WEBSITES

Don’t forget to visit the C182 website:
www.cessna182.org.au

Another useful site with many  
interesting links is:
www.landings.com

Take a look at the Cessna  
Pilots Association of Australia  
to find out what is happening 
www.cessnapilotsassociationofaustralia.org.au

End of the line for a relatively undamaged ‘PlF  
at Moorabbin,V. in February 1997. Photo: Author.

THANKS!  We are totally indebted to John Weston 
of Westonprint in Kiama for the final layout of this 
Newsletter and its absolutely superb reproduction.

Compiled by Greg THOM.
gnuthom@connexus.net.au

Talk to me about YOUR Cessna..!!!!
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Join the Cessna 182 
 association of australia

 eaCh year enJoy :
one technical fly-in weekend
one social (agm) fly-in weekend
two newsletters packed with news, events, history and useful information
incredible friendships with like-minded people
the availability of a pilot proficiency program 
(which includes flying training)

DESTINATIONS PORT LINCOLN.... THE LONG WAY!

A serious examination of the predicted weather charts began one week 
before the Australia Day holiday. As I had flown direct Aldinga, my home CTAF, 
to Pt Lincoln on several occasions it was decided to track northwards to Pt Pirie, 
westwards to cross Spencer Gulf to Whyalla and then south bound coastal to Pt 
Lincoln. Cessna 182S VH-NSL was checked, polished and fuel tanks filled ready 
for departure the next morning.

Departing from Aldinga CTAF with light winds and clear blue sky we tracked 
off shore coastal to VFR WAY POINT Dublin. On receiving clearance from 
Adelaide Radar NSL climbed to 4500ft and then cruising altitude of 8500ft. 
After tracking north with an uninterrupted view of farming land, the Buringa 
Range and bearing northeast of Pt Pirie the Buff at a height of 2954ft Course 
was changed to track direct Whyalla. On reaching the western side of Spencer 
Gulf the aircraft descended to 1500ft and tracked offshore coastal following 
the many bays and inlets. I was particularly interested in observing the CTAF 
aerodromes of Whyalla, Cowell and Tumby Bay. I found these to be large well 
maintained aerodromes, good to know in case of a diversion or future flights. 
Mile upon mile of pristine coast with crystal clear water and small towns of Arno 
Bay and Cowell and Tumby Bay easy to identify. Cowell was of particular interest 
with its large natural protective harbour.

At port Lincoln we made several orbits of the town admiring the many yachts, 
fishing fleet and Marina. Of particular note was the proximity of the recent bush 
fire to the township. Pt Lincoln, situated in the natural harbour of Boston Bay,  
is particularly known for its tuna fishing industry and is an important exporting 
Port for wheat . With a sprinkling of islands adding to the idealistic seaside town 

it is of no surprise that it is such a popular holiday destination. A15kl taxi ride 
to our accommodation soon had Terri and I enjoying the local seafood. Next day 
with the convenience of a hire car we travelled to Whalers Way. Commencing 
30kl South of Pt Lincoln and extending 10kls after presenting our permit at the 
access point we travelled over the area of the first South Australian industry….
whaling. The whaling station owned by the South Australian Company, operated 
from 1837 to 1841.

It is of little wonder that this section of coast was such a haven for Matthew 
Flinders who sailed past this region in the ‘Investigator’ on 19th February 1802. 
With its many natural protected bays, spectacular cliffs  and crystal clear waters 
it is a tour not to be missed.

Returning to Pt Lincoln Terri and I then motored half an hour north to the 
fishing village and popular tourist town of Tumby Bay. After checking the local 
bakery we had an afternoon tea over looking the pristine bay. 
Weather to date had been warm with clear blue sky .

Our luck was not to hold as a 10-15AM departure saw 
us flying below low cloud for our VFR flight to Aldinga. 
The cloud cleared half way across the gulf allowing 
NSL to climb to 3500ft for the remainder of the flight.  
Touchdown at Aldinga with a on route time of 1hr 12 min 
completed a very enjoyable weekend.

Terri Liew  Tony Human

IF yOu HAVE FOuND 

AN INTERESTING 

DESTINATION, PlEASE 

SHARE IT WITH  
OTHER  

MEMBERS!

Future dates 

Fly-in September 10th - 11th - 12th 2010, Cessnock. N.S.W.

membership application :
$40.00 p.a.

  cheque :
cessna182 association

of australia
contact details :

Peter Jones
19A Milson Road,

Cremorne N.S.W. 2090

Phone:  0423 454 422 Email: pajones@pobox.com   


